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From the Errors and Superſtitions of Pope 55 to the 
reformed Religion, by means of a Proteſtant Gardener, 
her Servant. 7 5 4 jan 


WHEREIN Is SHEW Ny. 


Her preat and unparalleled S Heringe, on the Acoment 
of her ſaid Converſim; as alſo her Wenderful Deli- 
Verance From 70 Apa 72 Fus, hits ed Ey a Popiſh 5 teft 
to murder her: And of her miraculous Preſervation 
in a Wood for two years; and how. he was at laſt. 
providentially found by her huſband ; who, © together” 
with her Parents, were brought over to the Neat > * 
tlie true Religion, as Were Aide "IS other's alfe 25 * a 
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The COPY of - LETTER font from a French Pro- 
teflant Minifter in France, to his Friend in London, 
with the following Relation. 


My very good Friend, 


AVING received your's the 13th of April, 
N. S. I was not a little overjoyed, eyen in 
my ſuffering; to hear you are well ſettled in a country, 
where you have the freedom of enjoying the exer- 
e cife of the true religion, a thing to be valued above 
all other earthly bleſſings ; and not only that, but! 
gam much more glad to find you inform me, that ü 
the climate ſo well agrees with you and your family, '- = 
that you have been healthful ever ſince you depart- 
ed from me and the reſt of your dear friends here; 
though many of us, and particularly myſelf, labour 4 A 
under many ſufferings and afflicticens; I having 9 
(with many others) languiſhed a long time in pri- 8 
ſon, for the ſake of a good conſcience, afflicted with - 1 
much ſickneſs, by reaſon of my clofe-confinement,” + .- ä 
which (bleſſed be the name of God enabling me) - «8 
have borne with patience ; though many have died 
unpitied of their cruel perſecutors, yet the ery 
of innocent blood may in time make them cry, 
« Ho hard it is to kick againſt the pricks :” yet me al 
rayers are, that 1 of ſending any fear full ü 
judgment on theſe Popiſh adverſaries, God Wurde, 
turn their hearts, enlighten their ' underſtandings, = 
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make them ſes the errors of their ways, and repent: 


e 
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of the many evils they have done to the pot fee? 


teſtants, without any manner of cauſe or progs. _—_ 
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tion, to whom their rage and malice” extend wet 
beyond death; for they ſtill continue their 'old 
way of denying them. Chriſtian burial. But this is 
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all our comfort, it matters not -- Sour b6di 
lie, if ſo be our fouls are enfolded in 9 1 Ps ar 


1 ee he ſprit 
welfare of. thoſe whom Go has comn 1 800 
charge, I cannot but be greatly com Dr 


you tell me the French Proteſtant: culled in 5 ; 


land flouriſhes; and that the members kit & walk 
worthy of their calling, gainigg 


towards thoſe of the reformed profeſſiſi 
perſecution in many places rages ſtill by Weir im- 


poverithing of thouſands ot F families. 802 not to be & 
tedious to you, having nothing left to H but 
mcloſed ac- 


my good wiſhes and prayers, except the & 
-ount of a very ſtrange, but bleſſed alteratioWin'the 


family of the Count Alanſon, a worthy: nobleman, 


well known to you. I have drawn it up pan the 


ſtricteſt enquiry into the truth of all theamaterial - 

circumſtances, as well as my ſufferings] and. ſpare 
permit; and ſend it to you as a token off my love 
for the many kindneſſes 1 have receive er 
hands: and that ſo you might commun } 


time that the care of thoſe under my c 


others, and make it public if you ſee; .vecafion: 
that all may be made ſenſible of the 
goodneſs of Almighty Cod, and praiſe h for the 


works he doth unto the children of men. For the 
I have 
been obliged for method's- ſake to uſe a tow 5 

in- 


certainty of what I have written, thou 


tions of my own, you may firmly rely of 
tegrity, who am always a well- wither to * 
of your ſoul and body. . 
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way of | living, a good repute JMmong __ 85 'when - 
in their native country fo much inhuma ty a pears 


the 
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re IN. writing of the following relation, 8 

N +. injured innocence and oppreſſed virtue does 

s {o eminently triumph over all the rage and malice, 

ie both of men and devils, 1 ſhall not ſtudy to adorn 

a my ſtyle with flowers of rhetoric, but lead. thee by 

be the clue of truth into the adorable myſteries of 

ut divine providence, which are here diſplayed in ſuch AY 
c- © a ſeries of wonders as can ſcarce be Beg RY As 
1e an introduction to which, I Willa little conſider 
n, how. the divine goodneſs delights to bring light - 4 
ie = out of darkneſs, and makes even the wicked con- 

al - found themſelves in their own devices, that out of 


re their evil deſigns he may bring good to pals.” 1058 
Id a8 Joſeph's being ſold into Egypt, and there fa ſely 


accuſed of adultery, advanced him next to OY 2 
* l throne; and turned to the tha:ne of his accuſing 
0 miſtreſs and treacherous! brethren; {though at the -F 
: beginning, God meant it for good) that he might 

a be inſtrumental to prejerve "his father and his 

18 Houſehold alive, and turned the maiice of the pa- 

we  triarchs into a blefiing ; ſo the miſeries and ex- 1 
2 traordinary ſufferings of the. noble lady whoſe 1 
1 ſtory Tam going to recite, were made uſe of by 1 
- WM divine Providence, as a meins of the converſion 


of her huſband, parents and many others, to the 
uy true religion ; which, ab ſhe has often ſince ſad, 4 
bas been a very ample and glorious recompence. 
55 But 1 ſhall not anticipate what with more ſa tis- 4 
A 3 | 
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faction you will find in the relation itſelf ; which 
take as follows. 


In Britany, one of | the faireſt provinces. of 
France, there lately lived Count Alanſon, a per- 


ſon. of noble extraction, and of an eſtate ſuitable 


to the greatneſs of his birth, and thoſe noble 
qualities that enriched his mind. Who being 
a lover of military actions, was eaſily perſuaded 


to ſerve the king in the wars, where having an 


eminent command given him, he behaved him- 
ſelt with a bravery that gained him the admira- 
tion of his enemies, the love of his friends, and 


freſh honours of his king, who took particular no- 


tice of his great performances. But in the inter- 


vals of two or three campaigns, he caſt his eyes 


upon one Deidamia, a young lady of a quality 
not inferior to himſelf in birth, whoſe beauty and 


virtue were equally attractive: to her he made his 


addreſſes, and the equality of their birth, and the 
ſuitableneſs of their diſpoſitions, made his conqueſt 
the more ealv; ſo that in a little time they were 
contracted and married, to their mutual joy and We 
tisfaction. 

This happy couple having for a whole winter 
enjoved the bleſſing of each "other's mutual love 


and endearing affections, without the leaſt um- 
brage of any enterpoling cloud that might give 
any allay to their happincls ; at length the ſpring. 
came on, and the armies gathering together, 


ſummoned Alanſon from the repoſe he took in 


the ſoft embraces of his chaſte and loving wife, 
to the field of war, to act his part again upon 


that ſiage of honour, where he had already ac- 


quired fo much reputation, But he never ſeem- 
ed fo unwilling to court fame abroad, as now 
lince he muſt of neceſſity leave behind him the 
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and combats in his mind, which ſeemed to be 
divided between love and henour; he was loth 
to leave his lady, and yet unwilling to have his 
reputation ſullied : and theſe different paſſions in 
the mind cauſed ſuch an alteration in his coun- 
tenance, that it was taken notice of by his lady, 
who not knowing the cauſe, was the more trou- 
bled at it; and therefore following him one day 
into the garden, whither he had retired to con- 


ſider with himſelf what he had beſt to do, ſhe, 


earneſtly preſſed him to let her know what it was 
that troubled him; for ſhe had for ſome time, the 
ſaid, obſerved he was diſquieted, but could not. 
tell at what ; and ſhe was fearful ſhe might, though 
ſhe knew it not, be the occaſion of it; adding, 
command me in any- thing a wife can juſtly do 
and J am all obedience. This tender carriage 
of his lady added freſh fuel to the fire of his af- 
fictions, and made him ſtill far more unwillin 

to l:ave her. Wherefore cauſing her to fit down 
by him, he told her. She was indeed the inno- 


cent occaſion of his trouble: for her great love 


and tenderneſs to him had ſo engaged his heart 
to her in a reciprocal affection, that he knew not 
how to think of leaving her, though honour cal- 
led him loudly to the field. His lady, when he 


ing in his arms, and could not forbear faying, 


mia! and ſtraightway ſhe fell a weeping : her tears 
did ſo prevail upon the Count, that love had now 


obtained an entire victory, and he reſolved to ſtaß 
at home with Deidamia; and therefore entreated 
er to dry up her tears, and be comforted : for he 
ad now come to a reſolution, rather to undergo + 


deareſt part ef himſelf; he had many ſtrugglings 


talked of leaving her, was hardly kept from ſwoon-- 


W hat ! muſt we part then ? ah, wretched Deida- - 
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| ſome hard cenſures for ſtaying at home, than by ra“ 


gave her that ſatisfaction which ſoon ſhewed itſelf 


preſſions ſhe gave the Count on that occaſion, 


6 


by the infoired penman, « Phat the ways of 


to which his majeſty (being ſenſib 


going to the camp. to leave his dear Deidamia dif- rd. 
conſolate.— Theſe kind aſſurances of her huſband 


m a cheerful countenance; and the endearing ex- 


made him conclude they were both happy in each MW 


other's love. . f 
But behold! the inconſtancy of worldly hHappi 
neſs, and how litttle we can promiſe ourſelves of 
it here] we may indeed both purpoſe and reſol:e, 
but we cannot ſecure ourielves from diſappoint- Ven, 
ments: the foorſteps of divine providence are 
often hard to trace. Hence it is that we are told 


God are in the deep, and his paths in the great 
waters, and his footſteps are not known.” And we 
ſee often, whatever pleaſing proſpect of felicity we de 
have in view, ſome unforeſeen occaſion, or ſud- 


den turn of providence, deſtroys it, and in 2 if 


moment deprives us of that happineſs which we e 
had promiſed to ourfelves for many years: and n. 
yet theſe changes, to thoſe that fear the Lord, are of 
ſo diſpoſed and ordered by God's providence, that th 
in the end they evidently work together for their | th 
good. Ard thus it fell out in the inſtance before ©! 
us; for whilſt Alanſon and his Deidamia, delight- ſt 
ed in each other, and were both happy in their “ 
conjugal affection, an accident fell out, that put i 


him under a neceffity of going to the camp, which h 
was, that a colonel's place in the regiment of © 
Pieardy being vacant, a relation of Alanſon's, at WM © 
Court, out of a too officious kindneſs, put the king | t 
in mind of the good ſervices of Alanfon, and deſir- : 
ed his majeſty to beitow that vacancy upon him: 


le of his former 


g 


„ 


nik ö 


1 by ravery and good ſervice) readily conſented, and 8 


dif. rdered his commiſſion to be ſent to him; which 
band as done accordingly. When Alanſon received 
itſelf his commiſſion from the purſuivant who brought - 
ex- he gave him a generous reward for his pains; 
ſion, ut was not very well pleaſed, either with the new 


honour his majeſty had given him, nor with his. 


each 
inſman's too officious kindneſs in precuring it; 


/ 


ppi m 
s of his lady, which gave him a very ſenſible dilplea> 
Rei ſure: but knowing that by his commiſſion he was 


int- 
are 
told 
of 
reat MW with jeſſamine, he thus began to tell her the un- 
we welcome news that had been brought him. My 
we deareſt Deidamia, let me conjure you not to be 
ud-troubled at what I am now going to tell you, but 
ma if you will oblige me, do it by ſhewing your 
we reſolution and fortitude of mind; and yet I can- 
and not but own, that our reſolves, like little heaps 
are of ſand, are quickly brought to nothing; but 
hat the decrees of Heaven, like the foundations of 
cir the earth, are fixed for ever. It was in this very 
ore arbour, my deareſt Deidamia, that I reſolved to 
t- ſtay at home with thee, and not return to the 
eir campaign in Flanders: and J appeal to him who 
ut MW knows my heart, how firmly I intended; but ſee 
ch here, how I am forced againſt my will to break 
of my reſolution; (and with that ſhewed her the 
at commiſſion the king had ſent him to be colonel of 
ng ! the regiment of Picardy) and now you fee, my 
r- WM Deidamia, the neceſſity that lies upon me to 
1: leave you for a time; but though our bodies be 

divided, we will have one ſoul and love, whilſt 


becauſe it put him under a neceſſity. of parting Roms  Þ 


engaged too far for a retreat, his care was heT 
to make his Deidamia as eaſy as he could: ande 
therefore calling her to take a turn with him in - 
the garden, and leading her into an arbour covered. 
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Providence denies us to live together, And whillMF" 
I in the field am fighting for my country: you 
ſhall ſtay here and pray for my ſucceſs: and if itt: 
pleaſes God that I return, (which I do not doubt] J 
at all, for Heaven I am ſure will hear your fer- 


to lay thoſe laurels ] ſhall win in battle, at Deida-W 
mia's feet. Poor Deidamia heard this heavy news| 
with a fad heart, but anſwered with piety and] 

prudence worthy of herſelf, that ſince what hap- 


pened was not of his ſeeking, but what the pro-| ul 
vidence of God had called him to, ſhe thought Mur 
it was her duty ( though ſhe could hardly do it dle; 


without reluctance) to acquieſce in the divine diſ- 
poſal of human actions, and would endeavour to 
ſtifle her reſentments, rather than give him any | 
farther trouble. Alanſon being no leſs pleaſed with 
Deidamia's prudence than her kind affection, which 
he expreſſed by ſeveral tender things he told her, 
applied himſelf to the getting ready of his equipage, 
in order to his departure; and then ſettling the 
affairs of his family, ordered Antonio his chaplain; .| 
who was a friar of the order of St. Francis, to fay | 
a ſolemn maſs for his ſucceſs in the field, and the 
protection of his lady and family in his abſence, , 
recommending his deareſt Deidamia to the care 
of Antonio his chaplain, and Fronovius his ſtew- Wk 
ard to his houſehold, in theſe words: To your 
care, in my abſence, I recommend the ſafety and WW 
welfare of my beloved lady, the-moſt. virtuous and 
loving of wives: and charge yau, as you expect to 
anſwer it to God and me, be obedient to all her 
commands; comfort and cheriſh her in her ſolitude, Wl 
and fee that all. my domeſtics pay the like exat Wl 
relpects, "This and much more, they faithfully WW 
promiſed” to obſerve, Then giving liberally. to. 
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y ſervant, and having notice that his equipage 


Mit 

ous ready, and divers gentlemen on horſeback. 
* ;+ited to accompany him, he took his folemn' leave 
übt his dear Deidamia, whoſe fad preſaging heart 
er. Ws overcome with grief to that degree, that ſhe 
oY, uid only ſpeak theſe few prophetic words: Ah, 
Ji. Wy dear lord, may Heaven prevent my fears! But 
ews poor heart forebodes that this will be a long 
and d fatal parting, To which the Count replied, 
ap- not caſt down thyſelf, dear Deidamia, by the 
ro. Aulging of ſuch melancholy fancies; but aſſure 
ght Purſelf, I will haſten my return as much as poſ- 
0 ir Ple, and I will ſend you as often as I can. And 
dif. W the mean time ſhall commit you to the pro- 
to (ion of the Almighty, the bleſſed virgin mother, 
any d all the holy ſaints and angels; and ſealing his 
ith. fection on her lips with gentle kiſſes, he took his 
ich Mae of her, and rode away, not thinking he had 
her, Ift an innocent dove to the protection of two 
age, Rrenous yultures. - | N 


the It is not much to my purpoſe to tell you, how 
ain, yell he was received at the head of his command 


fay Wy the Duke of Luxemburgh or what brave ex- 
the Poits his courage carried him through, ſince nei- 
ace, Mer fame, nor the public news from Paris, have 
care Men wanting to ſpeak his commendation : I there- 
ew- re omit it, (unleſs in ſome paſſages, where it 
„our il, in the thread of this amazing relation, be 
and Neceſſary to mention ſome particulars) and ſhall 
and Mptinue with the ſorrowful Deidamia, who after 
t to departure ſeemed to have baniſhed all com- 
her rt from her breaſt; all that ſhe found was in 
de, Ir devotions and prayers to Almighty God, for 
tat protection and fafe return, greatly affecting 
my tude; and as much as ſhe could, avoiding, the 


ss of divers ladies, who (as they faid) came to 
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make her merry, and divert els, the bein | 
very well beloved, both by the nobility and gentry 
for her comely carriage, modeſt behaviour, (wee 
neſs of temper, and affability. | 
In the cool of the day ſhe uſually made it i 
buſineſs, to retire into her garden penſive and #: 
alone, it being, by the care and diligence of thei 
eardener, kept and ordered like another "radic 
=, - ſtored with great variety of choice plants andfi 
VB | flowers, adorned with pleafant fountains, and ſeve- 
7 ral delightful arbours, ſhaded over with intertwin⸗ 
ing jeſſamine, in which ſhe and her abſent Lord had 
paſſed ſome joyful as well as ſad hours, and at the I 
remembrance of them would ſadly weep, thenfWm 
1 pray (according to the cuſtom of the Papiſts, wham 
allow. praying to ſaints) to the tutelary faints for oi 
his protection: and ſo drying up her tears, would 
walk thence again, taking but little reſt in any 
place: but one time paſſing by a bed of tulips, 
eſpied Bernard her gardener (for ſo he was cal 
led) buſy in watering and erecting them, ſuch as 
declined their drooping heads, occaſioned by thel 
heat of the ſun's too ſcorching beams; ſhe had 
often in this man obſerved a harmleſs native in ve 
nocency, accompanied with acute ingenuity ; (andi 
indeed a gardener who underſtands his buſineſs asf 
he ought to do, muſt be an ingenious man) and 
therefore imagined it might adminiſter to her ſome|i | 
4 advantage to hold diſcourſe with him in what re r 
: lated to the myſteries of gardening, thinking it nol: 
undervaluing, though he was her menial ſervant 
ſince ſhe had often read, 'I'hat © kings, princes, 
and other great and wiſe men had voluntarily be- 
come of this occupation; that Adam, when gover-| . 
nor of all the world, was employed in it by God, 
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W nds were buſied at his work; the man by his 
beindWar, (his back being towards her) being informed 
entry ſomebody's approach, ſuddenly ſtarted up, and 
weet.eing his beautiful lady near him, was a little ſur- 

riſed, and would have retired to give her the 
t hei ore freedom in her walks, but ſhe prevented him 
andy ſaying, „Bernard, pray do not let me hinder 
f the ou in your buſineſs; I come on purpoſe to ob- 
adiſeerve your dexterity in gardening; -I ſee you mind 
and it with a juſt diligence though your Lord is abſent.“ 
ſeve. « Madam,” (replied he) * beg your Ladyſhip's 
twin pardon, in that I tell you, I am no eye ſervant, as 
1 had well knowing I muſt give an account to God, as 
t the well as ta man, if I am negligent in what I pro- 
then miſe to perform, and am entruſted with. Deida- 
who mia ſtood ſurpriſed at the man's plain, but ingenu- 
s forMous reply; and changing ſomewhat the manner of 
ouldſ her diſcourſe, aſked him divers. queſtions about 
anyWthe virtues, natures, qualities, and production of 
„ the flowers and plants, &c. in all which he ſatisfied 
cal her to her admiration; by which ſhe perceived 
h a him better learned in the myſteries of nature, 
the than ſhe expected from one of his profeſſion. 
had And to be brief, the often held ſuch innocent con- 
in- Mverſation with him, when at any time ſhe found 
(andWhim buſy in the garden, being much delighted to 
1s as hear him diſcourſe how much of the wiſdom and 
and oodneſs of God might be learned from the works 
ſome of creation; for he had a particular, faculty of 
re- piritualizing his employment, and making his buſi⸗ 
it no geeſs ſerve like Jacob's ladder, to carry him from 
rant arth to heaven. Which ſometimes cauſed her 
nces o reflect that this man was ſomething more 
be- han he appeared to be, (in which indeed the was 
ver- Hot much miſtaken) ſo that entertaining a good 
God pinion of him, ſhe ordered his lodging to be 
his 5 f 11 0 


I4 THE FRENCH 


changed for a better; and his coarſe and homely 
commons to be enlarged, above what was uſual 0 
thoſe of his profeſſion and degree. pu 
But now Antonio the chaplain, however he bad 4 
appeared like a faint to his maſter, began tal 1 
ſhew himſelf a devil to his miſtreſs, and to =. 
plainly ſhewed his cloven foot ; for though above 
fifty years of age, he had for ſome time harbouredl 
luſtful defires towards the fair and beautiful Deida. 
mia, that he was now reſolved to attempt her cha. 
tity. And though her virtue and her ſpotleſs chaſ- 
tity might very well have kept him from e 
his unclean deſires, yet he flattered himſelf with 
hopes of obtaining his end, by corrupting the 
judgment: in which he found himſelf very muctl 
miſtaken, as the ſequel will declare. For the divine 
goodneſs had a farther work to do for Deidamia | 
who being altogether ignorant of what this wretchſ 
deſigned againſt her honour, frequented her be- 
loved garden as ſhe uſed to do; and one evening 
hearing the gardener reading in a lonely arbour 
where he thought himſelf ſecure (for he had in- 
duſtriouſly cencealed his being a Proteſtant from 
any of the family) her curiofity to hear him, made 
her draw nigh ſo ſoftly that he could not hear} 
her: he was then reading the firſt chapter of the 
ep ſtle to the Romans, from the 20th to the endif 
of the 23d verſe, viz. © For the viſible things off 
him from the creation of the world are clearly 
ſeen, being underſtood by the things that are made, iS 
even his eternal power and Godhead; fo that they * 
are without excuſe, becauſe that when they knew 
God, they glorified him not as God, neither were 
thankful, but became vain in their imaginations, and} A 
"hs fooliſh hearts were dar kened; profeſſing them- Y 0 
ſelves to be wiſe they became fools, and changed 
the glory of the uncorruptible God, into an image 
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nel 
il tehade like to corruptible man, and to birds, and 
ur- footed beaits, and creeping things.“ | 
had Having thus far proceeded, he pauſed, and 
1 0 7 im eyes lifted up to heaven, gave glory unto 
od, who had preſerved him blameleſs from theſe 
Wences againſt his divine majeſty, which through 
4 norance and ſuperſtition had overſpread the 


Weateſt part of Europe. © Lord,” contiru d 
We, I humbly beieech thee, as I have already 
haſ-· Niffered perie.ution for thy name's ſake, and for 
ui e fake of a good conſcience, ſo never let me 


Wepart from the ways of thy truth, to change thy 
corruptible glory into, an image made like cor- 
ptible man: And when he had ſaid this, tears 
Wood in his eyes, and his words were ſucceeded by 
hs. 
888 who had all this while aientively | 
ſtened, found ſomething in her mind that made 
ſudden. uneaſy alteration, and thought to have 
one away undiſcovered ; but then again, her 
Neal for the Romiſh religion, which ſhe thought 
e had reproached by deteſting image-worſhip, 
made farried her fo far, that ſhe reſolved to give him 
heat ſcharp reprimand, leſt he perſiſting further, until 
f theſhgiſcovered by others, might ruin himſelf; though 
Þ endif ler goodneſs and gentle nature was not for work- 
gs off him any injury by revealing it. But never 
early 28 man more ſurpriſed than Eernard, when he 
nade, 1 ww her, whom at that time of the day he little ex- 
ed, as not being uſual; yet collesting his ſcat- 
red ſenſes, he aroſe Gow nis ſeat, and withal en- 
paroured to hide his Bible under his coat, think- 
eg ſhe had been newly come, and might neither 
A ave heard him read, nor ſeen his Bible; but ſhe, 
2 frowning manner, contrary to the wonted 
cetneſs of her temper, commanded him to de- 
R a: 


<< * 


which in all probability, we may make a falſe can 


am, cannot granit what you demand; rather & 


| ling martyr 1 will ſooner go than betray the caulf 
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Reer i it to her, that the flames might . bil 1 f 
fault; and told him, ſhe would not for that tim 1 
diſcover his being converſant with a book WW 
ſtrictly by the church prohibited to the laity; fol £18 
{continued ſhe) it is enough that we believe as thi 4 4 
church believes, without farther diſpute, or pur g 


i 2 
- 


zling ourſelves with thoſe ſcruples, and nicetief an 


1 4 


e 


ſtruction of, and wieſt even thoſe ſeriptures, tha 
are the rule of our faith, to our own damnation, 

This ſmart di courſe, and the frowns in thi 
fair Deidamia's countenance, did not in this cal 
ſo much daunt Bernard as in another of leſs con 
cern it might have done; but with ſome aſſuranci 
ke replied, „Ah, Madam! I little thought he 
being ſurpriſed by you at my devotion, but 1 


may command my body to the flames, and as a will 


of Tod, 1 in delivering up his holy word to be conf 
ſumed, in which are contained all things neceſin 
to ſalvation: and it would be in me an apparen 
contempt of that ſalvation, ſnould I yoluntarily, 3 
through fear, caſt it from me. As to your fayin 
madam, that the church has prohibited the Jain 
the uſe of this ſacred book, eſpecially in a know 
tongue, I readily grant it; but, O mcſt virtuof 
lady, you little know the policy. i in that; it is nl g 
that they fear or care what miſconſtructions meſ | 

wake of it; but becauſe it is like arrows in thi 
hand of a giant ſtrong againſt the worldly intereff 
plainly diſcovering their errors and groſs dotaries | 
— He would have proceeded, but the heat of ze 
prompted her haſtily to interruj t him, ſaying, ſure 
F you are diſtra ted, or elſe, what is worlf 


a heretic: 1 took you to be wiſer, and more ref J | 
8 3 


1 ä — —— 2 — — — nn 
> j a 
3 CONVERT. © | © 17 
.MSonable, when I diſcourſed with you the other day. 
| 13: Truly madam,” replied he, © as fi bei 
tin Truly madam,” replied he, © as for my being 
5 5 : je _ 
„my right ſenſes, I bleſs Almighty God, he has 
0 his mercy hitherto continued them to me; and 
tha r my being a heretic, pardon me, if St Paul 
2 Inſwers for me, when he was accuſed before Felix, 
"Ml aving, But this J confeſs unto thee, after the 
_ ay which they call hereſy, ſo worſhip I the God 
vs f my fathers, believing all things which are writ- 
een in the law and the prophets.” Upon this, 


eidamia, who by nature was all goodneſs, gentle- 
Nieeſs, and affableneſs, began to moderate her anger, 
Ind to conſider a little what he had faid, yet her 
Neal for the religion ſhe profeſſed made her mildly 


rebuke him, and lay before him the danger he was 
at Wn, if his opinion was diſcovered ; bidding him be 
Nc rautious and wiſe in what he did; though, for her 
r / Wpart, he need not fear but ſhe would lock up what 


Whe had diſcovered, in her breaſt, and it ſhould paſs 
no farther ; and ſo departing, left him in ſome con- 
fuſion. ES 5 

Deidamia, retiring. to her chamber, began to 


2 conſider what had paſſed, and remembered ſhe 
ly, Mad often wept in her tender years, when ſhe 
2) I Weard the cruclties the Roman Catholics uſed 
Jai towards the hugonots or proteſtants in France; 
mob end diſapproving of their perſecuting ſpirit, as not 
tuo God, whoſe chiefeſt attribute is mercy, tender 
> compaſſion, and forgiveneſs ; when, on the con- 
5 maßrary, ſhe found thoſe who made religion ſo much 


heir boaſt, ſo very cruel, that, far from the in- 
ance of our Saviour's refuſing to call for fire from 


tries Heaven to conſume thoſe who had injuriouſly and 


q 

* 
- 
3 
„ 


4 eecpitefully uſed him, they made their very wor- 
1 hip and devotions a ſnare, to bring thoſe under 


heir cruel handlings, who had in no wiſe offended 


53% 
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them, but in being ſeparated from them and mov. ro. 
ing according to the dictates of their conſcience. 
She had likewiſe obſerved the harmleſſneſs and in- 
noffenſive manner of living in the perſecuted, and 
often ſhewed ſome diſlike of the looſeneſs and un- Im 
chriſtian practices of the perſecutors; ſo that al- 
though ſhe had a good opinion of the Romiſh re- an 
ligion, as having been brought up in it from her MW th: 
infancy, yet had ſhe not ſo of many of the profeſ- IM co 


tors of it, who apparently derogated from the ways e 
of virtue, and e, to encourage vice. | ſo! 

This wrought ſome labourings in her mind, he 
through the gracious operation of the Holy Spirit; N cc 


and in her night thoughts more ſeriouſly reflec. it 
ing on many things, and particularly on the he 
Gardener's expreſſion out of St. Paul's words to th 
Felix the governor; inferring from thence, That 

it muſt be the ſincerity of the heart towards God, ce 
more than the ſhew, or outward name, or pro- ii 
feſſion of any religion, that renders the perſon i d 
acceptable in his fight. In the midſt of theſe h 


cogitat ons and debates within herſelf, ſhe found 0 


ſomething (as it were by an over- ruling power) 
ſtrongly moved to a deſire of farther converſing M t 
with Bernard, about the fundamentals of his reli- M b 
gion; which, by the Popiſh prieſts, as well in their C 
pulpits, 2 25 private converſation, had been repreſent- Mt < 
ed fo Odious, damnable, and to be deteſted, _ { 
The morning no ſooner ſummoned the Garde- 
] 


ner to viſit his flowers and plants, and perform 


his uſual taſk in watering and ordering them, 
but Deidamia, who had taken little reſt that night, : 
aroſe, and having performed her oriſon, and then 
refreſhed herſe'f with a moderate collation, took an 
opportunity between that and dinner- time to enter 
the garden privately, at a door that opened into it 8 
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rom her apartment; and to ſkreen the better 
hat ſhe intended, from prying eyes, took divers 
turns, and gathered poſiès of flowers; and then 
fanning herſelf, as if the heat offended her, paffing 
many "winding alleys, overſpread with pleaſar:t 
ſhades, ſhe came to the beforementioned arbour, 
and again ſurpriſed the Gardener in his meditations : 


CONVERT. 5 


coming, but riſing and bowing low, would have 
departed, out of good manners, to give her the 
fole freedom of that pleaſant bower : but ſhe laid 
her commands on him to ftay, faying, ſhe had 
conſidered of his former diſcourſe, and had made 
it her buſineſs to find him out, that he might give 
her ſome better reaſon for the opinion he held, 
than yet he had done. | 

His modeſty and the humble thoughts he con- 
ceived of himfelf, would ſcarce give him leave to 
fit down, though the often commanded him fo to 
do; but at laſt he complied, and then ſhe aſked 
hong upon what ground and foundation the baſis 
of his religion was fixed ? 

Gardener, It is founded on the ſcriptures of 
the Old and New Teſtament, which were written 
by men inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, and given for 
our inſtruction and learning; it is only the word 
of God that can warrant the truth of any profeſ- 
lion in religious matters; and that we Proteſtants 
(through God's affiſtance) labour to conform and 
live up to. | 

Deidamia. Ay, but you may be a in the 
mifinterpreting the ſcripture, and fall into groſs 
hereſies, as our church charges you; and therefore 
has ſtrictly forbid the laity of our communion to 


» 1 
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the man was not under any conſternation at her 
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hands of idiots, or madmen, they 3 injure themſelve 
and others thereby. 
Gard. Ah! lady, ſhall ! be free, and deal plain | 
with you in this point? | 
Deid. With all my heart; let me hear what 
you can ſay in anſwer to it, | 
Gard. All ſcriptures are given for our lemi 
God is willing we ſhould know his revealed will, 
that we may be the better enabled to perform it, 
St. Paul commends the Bereans, and calls them 


noble, becauſe they ſearched the ſcriptures, to ſeeſf oy 
whether the things they heard were fo or no; * oo 
we have many commands for this; as, Seek 5 
out of the book of the Lord and read, Iſaiah 11 8 
16. They were more noble, 1 in that they ſearched $/ 5 
the ſcriptures daily, Acts xvii. 11. Let the word 
of God dwell richly in you, Col. ni. 16. From a uf 
child thou haſt known the ſcriptures, 2 Tim. iii. 8 
15. Take the ſword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God, Eph. vi. 17. and many others that . 
I might mention, which are to be found in the N 


ſeriptures; and this not commanded to ſome, but 
to all who ſeek ſalvation. 1 
Deid. Certainly, if our church had ſeen this W c 
fit, they would not have denied it; but being f 
dangerous to ſouls, it ought to be reſtrained. F 
Gard. It is indeed dangerous to break God's Will . 
commandments, and to teach men ſo to do, and 
to make the word of God of none effect by human 
tradition, We know the woes Chriſt pronounced | 
againſt the Phariſees for theſe things. I 
Deid. Why, who are guilty of this? The 
church of Rome, the holy catholic church, as it i 
has in many ages been ſtyled, is not ny ſported 1 
with ſuch crimes. | ; 


CONVERT. 


Gard. I wiſh I could ſay it was not; but it 


oft eminently in this, That it profeſſes, no man 
Ss obliged to receive the ſcriptures as the word of 
36d, or to believe any of it, but from the teſtimony 
of your church; and to awe men to ſuch a belief, 
threats of damnation are uſed, as well as the 
magiſtrates ſwords, and cruel torments by mquiſi- 
tions ; and, indeed, it is not done without ground : 


7 W this is done to hinder prying into their groſs idola- 
ang tries, errors, and ſuperſtitions, derogatory to the 
vel ſeriptures, and expreſs command of God. 

Fo Deid. Sure you are beſide yourfelf: nor can 
hea you prove this; but being fallen from the church, 
oral do this only in prejudice and fpite, to lay a ſtain 
na upon it's virgin innocence. 55 

i Gard. No; it is apparent from the word of 


God, and even from reaſon itſelf, in thoſe who 
will conſider, and are not blinded with ignorance, 
the which your church, in her ſenſe, truly ſtyles the 
oa Mother of Devotion. 37 

= Deid. Can any ſuch thing be in a church 
his | that is infallible ? and to prove that it is ſo, it is 

ſaid to be built upon St. Peter; he is the rock 


ng , | ſpoken of, and this rock "doth, together with St. 


5 Peter, include his ſucceſſors; and the church built 
** on this rock (united to and built upon the Pope) 
is infallible; for it is ſaid, Ihe gates of hell 


* Wy 1hall not prevail againſt it. a 

0 Gard. Pardon me, lady, if I ſay, there is no 
E. agreement among the churchmen about this in- 
| fallible judge; ſome will have it the Pope, ſome 
= KL General! Council, and others both; none of 


pour writers have yet concluded on it. How- 
ever, theſe words were perverted; for it is more 
perobable, that not St. Peter's perſon, but his doc- 


* 


leeply is guilty; as in many other particulars, ſo 
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trine or confeſſion concerning Chriſt, is the rock 
upon which the church is built. Scripture is the 
| beſt interpreter: it is not Peter, but Chriſt is thei 
' foundation of the church, as here in my Bible you 
may fee, by the xxviith chapter and 16th verſe of 
Ifaiah, compared with 1 Pet. ii. 6, 7, 8. which you 
may pleaſe to read, (which the did.) It is more- 
over expreſsly ſaid, 1 Cor. iti. 11. © Other founda- 
tion can no man lay, than that is laid, which is 
Jeſus Chriſt.” And this is the more conſiderable, 


„ „13 . 4 * 
— 


4 wt 
a „ F 
n 


. 
2 


4 decauſe he ſpeaks againſt thoſe who made the 

| : apoſtles to be the foundation, ſaying, © I am of i 

3 Paul, ahother of Apollos, or Cephas; and if this 
ais ſpoken of Peter, no more is ſaid of him here, 

| j than is ſpoken of all the prophets and apoſtles, {MW 


Eph. ii. 20. © Ye are built upon the foundation 
of the apoſtles and prophets. 

Deid. Well, I am not much learned in this 
myſtery, but, pray, What as erroneous can you 
aſſign in our worthip, or any other thing the church 
holds as abſolutely neceſſary? 

Gard. The paying divine adoration to angels 


K* oor ge ELECT ee. A = a 


; and faints, expreſsly contrary to God's commands, | 
7 and derogatory to his honour, who alone ought to 
8 be worſhipped in heaven and earth; and to worſhip 
1 any other, either ſaint or angel, or any creature, is 
[ idolatry, and a breach of the ſecond command- 
Fj ment. | „ 
1 Deid. Nay, not too haſtily; we do not worſhip 
*1 the angels and faints as God, with the higheſt 
! worſhip, which is only proper to God; but with 
| an inferior kind of religious worthip, that they may 
] preſent our ſupplications to him. 2 
Gard. There is no interceſſor or mediator but 


Chriſt Jeſus, who is appointed to perform that 
office; if any man want wiſdom, let him aik of 


* 
= wa! 
* 


CONVERT, 


God, James i, 5. neither of ſaints nor angels, 
ome to me, faith our Saviour, and I will in no 
ys caſt you out. This free invitation ſhews 
bs, he alone was to receive our petitions, and 
reſent them to his Father. There is alſo image 
rorſhip brought cunningly by prieſts to gain 
rorldly advantage; and pretended miracles, to draw 
he ignorant to pay their devotion more at one 
lace than at another, impoſed on the ignorant for 
ucre's fake. I could fay much more, but I fear 
o offend you. « 
Deid. 'No, you do not : but Jet us come nearer 
o the main controverſy. What think you of 
ranſubſtantiation ? Is not Chriſt corporally preſent 
n the ſacrament? 5 
Gard. It is a miſrepreſentation of our Savi- 
pur's words; for if he had ſo meant, as the church 
df Rome holds it, when he broke the bread, he 
muſt have held himſelf in his own hands and eat 
imſelf, yet ſtill fit whole and entire at the table; 
is whole body muſt be in the mouth of eve 
ommunicant at once, and that body in millions 
pf places at one time, broken and unbroken, and 
e ſubject to putrefaction; and therefore the words, 
his is my body,” do intend, This doth 
Henify my body: and upon the ſame account our 
daviour is called a Door, a Rock, a Vine: yet 
one can be ſo void of underſtandigg, to believe 
e was turned into any of theſe. ; therefore 


hen he broke the bread, and gave the cup, he did 
t only, that when Chriftian congregations were 
et on ſolemn occaſions to celebrate his worthi 
Whey ſhould do it in remembrance of him, till 
Wis coming in glory at the laſt day, as the im- 
W2edlate words explain; and it is abſurd to believe, 
Nat the prieſt's uttering a few words over a wafer, 
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can make it a God, or that body offered on th 
croſs, 

Deid. You amaze me: but pray, What de 
you hold about purgatory ? Is there ſuch a place 
where ſouls are to endure their purgations afte 
death, that go not immediately to heaven, and b 


maſſes and prayer may be releaſed fromm it ſoone 
or later? „ af 

Gard. It is a tradition lately brought in, and 2 
with it hath brought much increaſe of wealth tue 


the church. The word of God allows onh 
heaven for thoſe who ſhall be made veſſels of 


mercy; and hell for thoſe whoſe ſins have provok- 5 
ed him to caſt them down to thoſe diſmal region 
of ſorrow and eternal woe; no prayers after death 1 


being available. DT 
Deid. Theſe notions are as new as ſtrange to 


to me: have you any authentic proof of this: «7 

Gard. Yes, the revealed word of God is ſacre Dy 
proof beyond all denial: The rich man in he or 
lifted up his eyes, being in torment, Luke xvi. 23 Nfg 
They ſhall fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, andih;, 
Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven, but the other, 
ſhall be caſt unto utter darkneſs, where ſhall ber 


weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, Mat. xxviii. 12 
He that believeth {hall be ſaved, and he that be- 
lieveth not thall be damned, Mat.  xxvi. 16 
Here is no ſych thing as a purgatory to be found; 
it is only the blood of Chriſt that purgeth us from 
our fins, and from all uncleanneſs -of fleth and 

ſpirit, to preſent our ſouls biameleſs and unſpotted 
to his Father: by this I underſtand thoſe tha 
die in the Lord need not our prayers, and tholq 
that die in their fins no prayers can avail; for nll 
the grave there is no repentance : „ As the tre 
falls, ſo it muſt lie; whether it falls towards tha. 


CONVERT, 


zorth, or towards the ſouth, where it falls there it 
nuſt lie.” There are only two extremes, North 


furedly find us. | 

He would have proceeded, but ſhe ſtopped him, 
pying, pray how long have you been of this 
pinion ? 


Gard. Ever fines God was pleaſed to , enlighten 


nd to be guided by it. 

Deid. Was you ever then of the church of 
Nome? q 
Gard. In my younger years I was, but through 
nercy, being made ſenſible by the ſcriptures of 
he corruptions and errors of that church, by. the 
ſhſtance of worthy divines, I hope with St. Paul, 
Nothing ſhall be able to ſeparate me from the 
ove of God, which is in Chriſt. Jeſus.” I will 
ot offend your ladyſhip's chaſte ears with the 


1Cred 
hel! 


— ON ſtory of the debaucheries and wicked lives of 
5 liyers Popes, and moſt of the clergy ; but will pray 
5 1 Wo heaven to defend you from either luſt or re- 


enge. And ſince I have by a free confeſſion put 


* ny life in your hands, I humbly ſubmit it to your 
6 toodneſs to 
i Fj Here again the interrupted him, and demanded, 


hy the Teligion he proteſſ.d was called the Pro- 


00 Gant Religion ? 


and 
oitedli 
tha 
thoſq; 
or l 


to diſtinguiſh it from that of the Romiſh: 

ame from ſeveral princes and cities, in 3 
ho, upon the preaching of good men, and their 
tren kemplary lives, proteſted againſt the uſurpations 
© + the Romith church, and its errors. That it 
5 as no new doctrine, but the truth of primitive 


7 


nd South, no middle way, or purgatory for it to 
all in. And as death leaves us, ſo judgment will 


ne with his grace, to be attentive to his N vrord, 


To which he replied, As for being ſo called, 8 
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THE FRENCH | 
% 
Chriſtianity, confeſſed, aſſerted, and purged from. 
the corruptions of popery, taking the revealed will 
of God for its guide. 1 5 : 
At this Deidamia pauſed a while; and then ta- 
king his Bible, looked over the ſacred proofs he had 
turned down in order; and her colour went and. 
came ſo, that he eaſily perceived her mind was 
labouring under ſome difficulties; and ſo giving it 
him again, ſhe went away without ſpeaking one 
word. | 
This ſomewhat perplexed the gardener, as fear- . 
ing ſhe was diſpleaſed with what he had faid; but 
her ſending. for him privately to her chamber 
the next morning, under the notion of bringing 
her ſome choice flowers, baniſhed all fear in him, 
when they two being only left together, the gent- 
ly led him into the cloſet, and ſhutting the door, 
to be more private, ſaid, Bernard, (fetching: : 
deep ſigh) your yeſterday's diſcourte has much. 
broken my laſt night's reſt; I have been medi-W; . 
tating on it, and I find abundance of reaſon inf 
what you ſay; you have, as St. Paul ſaid in ano- 
ther caſe, almoſt perſuaded me to be of your per- 
ſuaſion. I wiftrto God, moſt virtuous E re- 
plied he, I might be an humble inſtrument in God's 
hand, to do any thing that may redound to his 
glory, and the good and welfare of your preci- 
ous and immortal foul, without hazarding your 
temporal quiet and peace, or expoling you to any 
danger; though for a crown of life and immor- 
tality, all earthly things are to be defpifed ; and} 
the holy apoſtle accounts al: this world's good but] 
as drois and dung, in compariſon of enjoying 
Chriſt Jeſus. Well, faid the, this is my aim, andi 
if God enables me with his aſſiſting grace, I hope, 
through his mercy, to attain-it, I have, indeed, ll 
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continued ſhe, to my grief, obſerved the.looſe and 
profane manner of living of thoſe that profeſs 
dur religion; alledging, That a confeſſion, with 
abſolution, and ſome other works, will purge 
hem from their fins, and gain them that bleſ- 
Wedneſs in the end, which I could never heartily 
Pelieve they would obtain by them: and ſince [ 
have more ſeriouſly confidered God's word ex- 
preſsly to the contrary, I cannot believe that 
any thing but fincere and unfeigned repentance, 
in the courſe of an unſpotted life, can purchaſe 
(through the merits of my Saviour) thote glories. 


= and tranſcendent bleſſings that God hath pro- 
>,” > Wimiſed to poor mortals, She would have pro- 


eded, but the falling tear ſtopt her utterance, 
and Bernard had an inward rejoicing to ſee her 
brought to this paſs; whereupon he comforted 


"Wher ſenſible of the errors ſhe had been brought 
up in, and then opened from point to point, the 
an0-BWcheat of pretended miracles and relics, the im- 
PT -Wofing on people with pardon, and indulgence 
* o get money, the whoredoms, murders, and 
* Inceſts of many popes, cardinals and prelates of 
0 USB he Romiſh church; their unreaſonableneſs in 
To prohibiting prieſts marriage, which is immedi- 
YOUr tely appointed by God, and the allowing them, 
ay canons and degrees, the embraces of concu- 
"If pines, or to commit adultry, expreſsly contrary to 
| by he command of the Almighty, for as much as he 
. VN as expreſsly {aid, Thoſe that do theſe things thall 
dym ot inherit eternal life. He would have proceeded, 
, 200 ut hearing the ſound of feet coming up ſtairs, ſhe 
hope, daſtened him down a backway, with ſo much pre- 
deed, | OC. DE 


CONVERT. | . 


er with good advice, and the cordials of God's 
ercies and promiſes. In brief, he had made 
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cipitation, that he left his Bible behind him, which 


neſs; and fo ſurpriſed however he came, that put- 


g'impſe of the back parts of his garments, as it 
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me.“ Why certainly, (ſaid Deidamia, calling 
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luckily feeing, locked up in a ſerutoir. 

1 have told you before, that father Antonio 
the prieſt, forgetting his function, duty, and 
diſtance, gave way to his unruly and lawleſs 
paſſion, and was then blundering up ſtairs to find 
her in private, having almoſt fluſtered himſelf 
with wine, on purpoſe either to be more con- 
fident in his wicked deſign, to tell her the ſtory 
of his nauſeous love, or rather luſt; or that, 1 
he were reproved, he might have ſome ſlender 
excuſe for his impertinency, and lay (as too many 
do) the blame of their folly on that Tbich. is rather 
an aggravation of their crime, i. e. their drunken- 


ting his noſe over the upper ſtep, juſt as the Gar- 
dener poſted out at the private door, he had a 


afterwards appeared; but at that time took no 
notice of any ſuch thing. Deidamia ſeeing Antonie 
coming towards her in a very pleaſant humour, 
demanded with a modeſt decency, what occaſion 
brought him thither to diſturb her retirement? 

Ah! (ſaid the impudent prieſt, who couldÞ 
not long keep down his boiling paſſion.) «© Your 
two fair eyes, ſweet lady, like loadſtones have 
drawn me to you; that beauteous tempting face 
of yours has made me forget myſelf, with my 
duty to my Lord, and the truſt he has repoſed inf 


in patience to bridle in her paſſion) you are be- 
ſide yourfe!f, Antonio.—— What mean you by 
this kind of diſcourſe? © If I am beſide oy 0 
(replied he, almoſt crying) your fair ſelf is thei 
caiſe of it, whoſe beauty, like arrows, have 7 
wounded my heart, and ſickened my brain; if ; 
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rin I had never ſeen ſack an amiablerreſs in 
omankind; but ſince I have been fo unfortu- 


which 
tte as to be your fettered captive, take ſome 


toniofompaſſion on me and eaſe my ſufferings.” 
and hat ſufferings ? rep'ted Deidamie, frowning, or 
wiekWhat can be the ſenſe of all this looſe uf) 2 « Why 
o find hen, replied he, to be ſerious, in plain terms, I 
imſelllove you, and that ſo paſſionately, that unlefs you 


ondeſcend to make me ſuitable returns, 1 thall 


con- 
ſtory have no peace nor quiet; but muſt be miſerable 
at, ind wretched eternally.” Then, faid the, be you - 
ender 


o; what have you ſeen of any looſe — 
behaviour in me, that you ſhould dare to ſpeak 
hus to me? This, like a thunderbolt ſtruck him 
ute; when ſmoothing her brows, and growing a 
ittle calmer, the ſaid, Come, come, Antonio, I 
ook you for another man; you profeſs ſanctity, 
ind admoniſh others to live 2 holy life; 1s this 
retenſion then real, or is it only feigned, to try 
y virtue? I proteſt, ſaid he, holding up both his 
hands, it is real, and I cannot help it. Why, faid 
ſhe, would ye commit ſo great a wickednels, if you 
aſion might, and make yourkelf guilty of a crime ſo 
heinous ?” « Ah lady, replied he, if that be all, 
ould can abſolve you by the power given me by the 
ou See of Rome: conſent, and let me enjoy you, your 
have penance thall be always eaſy; I will get a diſpenſa- 
face tion for your marriage vows from the Pope, with 
my pardon, indulgencies, or any thing, for ſins paſt, and 


nany 
ather 
ken. 
put- 
Gar- 
lad a 
as it 
© no 
tonie 
Our, 


d ini choſe that are to come: nay, I will do any thing, 
lingo do not fall under your ditp] eaſure: let me alone 
be. for the reſt, and 

byl This 4 6 ſo much diſpleaſed the virtu- 
by ous lady, that ſhe could hear no more, nor bear 
hel it any longer; but commanded him out of her 


erclence: yet could not be rid of him, till ſhe . 


_ commiſſion of many ſins; therefore the reſolved 
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threatened to call up the reſt of her ſervant 
Whereupon he went muttering away: and fo 
two days after, as much as poſſibly he could, h 
ihunngd coming into her preſence; which mud 
pleaſed her; for ſhe could not behold him, b 
with horror and deteſtation. 55 
This attempt however, in one ſenſe (throug 
the over ruling Providence and goodneſs of God 
who is wonderful in counſel, and excellent u 


r 
Working, and can make the greateſt wickedneſſi t] 
of his creatures ſerve the purpoſe of his oi t 
glory) worked to her advantage; for ſhe believe 
ed now all true which the Gardener had toll j1 
her, about the wicked bebauched- lives of th c 
Romiſh | clergv, ſince this villainous prieſt hav x 
not ſcrupled to proffer the Pope's pardon for n 
leſs than adultery, and that before it was com! 


mitted; by which means or encouragement, ſhe 
plainly ſaw it muſt conſequently be that they fre 
quently tempted ignorant and eaſy people to the 


to leave theſe blind guides, and take the word of 
God for her leader and inſtructor; forbearing to 
come to confeſſion, or hear maſs, ſometimes upon 
pretence of indifpofition, and at other times pur. 
poſely going abroad, at the uſual times of either 
and holding ſome other conferences with the Gar- 
dener, which (as to particulars) for brevity's ſake 
1 ruſt of neceſfity paſs over. | 1 
She found in herſelf a ſtrange averſion to the 
religion ſhe had been brought up in; and having 
procured a Bible in the French tongue, took 
ſuch delight in reading it, that whenever ſhe had 
time to retire, it was not out of her hands; yet ſhe 
kept this as ſecret as poſſible; and not being ready 
at it herſelf, got the Gardener to turn her down 
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ſuch proofs as were the ſtrongeſt arguments againſt 
the errors of popery, and.where the abominations 
of the myſtical Babylon were pointed at. I his he 
joyfully did, and gave praiſe to God who had 
made him inſtrumental] in ſo good a work; though 
he was not ignorant his lite was liable to pay for 
it, if it were diſcovered. She likewiſe laid aſide 
her beads and crucifix, converſed no more with 
roſaries, or the legends of pretended ſaints; arid 
though ſhe found ſome temptations and fears at 
the beginning, yet frequently praying to God ſhe 
overcame Satan's wiles, and found abundance of 
joy and comfort enlightening her ſoul, ſo that the 
could not forbear breaking out into raptures of 
praiſe and thankſgiving for the wonderful change, 


for n (by ſo ſtrange and unexpected means) wrought in 
com) ber ſoul. „3 
t, (hall Whilſt this virtuous lady and the Gardener 
y frei held their private correſpondence, in diſcourſing 
o the of the things of God, and encouraging and ex- 
ſolved horting each other to perſeverance and ſtedfaſt- 
ord off neſs in the truth, Antonio and Fronovius, equally 
ing toll burning with luſtful deſire to enjoy the tender 
upon beauties of the fair Deidamia, were plotting and 
s pur-¶ contriving how their lawleſs deſigns might beſt be 
either brought about (though each plotted by himſelf, 
Gar- for as yet they were ignorant of each others 
's ſake paſſion. The villainous prieſt (as you have al- 
ready heard) had been repulſed with indignation 
to the dy the chaſte lady, which inwardly tormented him, 
having Wand brought him almoſt to his wit's end; but the 


, took {other (Fronovius) had made no trial of her virtue, 
and wanted a favourable opportunity to do it ; and 


yet ſne therefore he thinks, meditates, and caſts man) 
ready things in his mind, till at laſt, his paſſion embalden- 
| down] 


ng him, he was reſolved to break the ice with a 


Mo ready-ſealed by him, * gave it to her gomlewoman | 
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letter; 3 if ſhe took no notice ab that, to ſecond 
it with a perſonal addreſs : but how he ſthould do 
this with privacy and ſafety, he was at a ſtand for 
a time: for he feared to truſt any body to deliver 
it, leſt his. criminal love thould take air: and to 
deliver it himſelf, would look too daftardly, as if he 
was not capable, or, at leaſt, durſt not ſpeak for 
himſelf; however, in a little while, he met with a 
fit oppor tunity 4 for Deidamia accidentally dropping 85 
her handkerchief, as ſhe paſſed through a large 
gallery that led to her apartment, he carefully took 
it up, and folding up his letter in it, which he had 


to give to her lady, telling her he found it in the 
| gallery. The gentlewoman knowing the 
handkerchief to be her lady's, immediately carried 
it to her, who received it from her without know- 
ing any thing of a letter being in it; and afterwards 
accidentally raking the handkerchief out of her 
pocket, the letter dropt upon the ground, which 
ſhe taking up, and looking upon the ſubſcription, 
was extremely ſurprized to find it directed to her- 
ſelf; and haſtily opening it, was much more ſo to 
find the contents ras as followeth: : 


7 


RDON me, moſt lovely Deidamia, if 
your beauty makes me forget the ſtation 
Li am in, and emboldens me to own a paſſion 1 
have laboured in vain to hide. To be brief, dear 
Lady, I am ſo captivated by your charms and 
ſingular perfections, that I am conſtrained to fay, I 
love you infinitely above all mortal creatures; and 
fince it appears to me unreaſonable, that any one 
man ſnould monopolize fo * A APES 
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give me leave to hope, and don't ſuffer me to lan- 
guiſh, and die, but render the balm of your kind- 
neſs to cure the wounds which your bright eyes 
have made in your otherwiſe wretched ſervant, 


- FRONOVIUS”” 


The reading of this letter filled her with 
bluſhes, anger and amazement, at the unparalleled. 
boldneſs and villany of the author of it, and at 
firſt ſhe was reſolved to commit it to the flames, 
or to tear it in pieces, but upon fecond thoughts, 
the laid it up in her clofet, where the vexed and 
fretted herſelf that ſhe was thus left among ſuch 
ungrateful wretches, that dared fo much to ſuſ- 
pect her virtues, and meaſure them by their own 
wicked and filthy inclinations, as to preſume 
ſhe would defile her marriage bed; being more 


grieved for this diſcovery than the former; for 


ſhe knew the prieft had fomething of the liber- 
tine in him, but this man fhe had held to be 
honeſt and virtuoufly inclined till now; and to 
him ſhe thought to have diſcovered Antonio's 

folly, if he perſiſted in it, that by fhame and re- 
proofs he might have reclaimed him. But now 

the ſcarce knew whom to truſt; and could not 
therefore but tremble at the apprehenfions of ſome 


violence that might be offered her from thoſe luſt- 
ful miſereants, whoſe fight now very much difpleaf- 


ed her. She thought once or twice of diſplacing 
them; but found their authority in the family was 
fo great; that in her Lord's abſence ſhe could not 
do it: whereupon the fell on her knees to implore 
God's mercy and protection, commending herſelf 
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„„ 
wholly to his care and providence, 


at laſt the came to a ſettled reſolution: prudent! 


came home, for fear of ſcandal and diſturbance: 
yet Fronovius might well read in her counte- 


poſition his lewd defires met with, made him burn 
the frercer; ſo that he reſolved to find an op 
nity to throw himſelf at her feet, and diſcover his 


perceived the Gardener often to 
Antonio the prieſt had alſo obſerved the like, and 


bad much the fame ſentiments, which emboldened 
them the more to perſiſt in their wicked and un- 
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nee, and begging of 
him to be her guardian and protector. 
Though Deidamia's mind, on thoſe furprizing 
attempts of her honour, was variouſly toſſed, til 


to.canceal what had paſſed, at leaſt till her Lord 


nance, whenever he came into her preſence, that 
ſhe had read his letter, and how ſhe reſented it; 
which made him ſtruggle to overcome his paſſion, 
but in vain ; for, like oil thrown on fire, the op- 


portu- 


paſſion to her by word of mouth; and whilſt hel. 
waited for a convenient time and place to do it, he 
| | in and out 
very. cheerfully, as highly pleaſed and contented ; 
and that though he only carried, her fruits and 
flowers, yet his frantic paſſion and jealouſy made 
him believe there was ſomething more in it. 


clean defires, and to .continue to perſecute the 


_ chaſte lady with their deteſted proffers of lawleſs . 
love; concluding, that if one of ſo low a rank 


could be in favour, they in time could not miſs of 


_ Obtaining what they ſought ; and ſo blinded with 


paſſion, and purſuing what they aimed at, (though, 


as has been ſaid, unknown to each other) they 


{ 
] 
0 
c 
kept a watchful eye over the actions of Deida- l 
mia; whoſe mind was taken up in contemplating IM” 
the divine perfections of him, who is fairer than WM. 


the children of men, being every day more con- 
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raiſing God, that by ſo wonderful and unexpec- 
ec 2 means hat brought her out of darkneſs 
nd errors, in the marvellous light of his trath, 
nd engaged her heart to embrace and entertain 


t above her chief joy; party looking on. the 


rouble ſhe had from Antonio and Fronovius, 
hoſe brethren in iniquity, as temptations or trials 
o confirm her the more, by overcoming them, in 


he doctrine the had ſo lately embraced; in which | 


e firmly reſolved to perſevere againſt all tempta- 
ions or trials to confirm her the more, by over- 


oming them, in the doctrine ſhe: had ſo lately 


. in wich ſhe- firmly reſolved to pate. 


re apainſt all remptations whatever. 


"Ive whilſt theſe things paſſed, Fronovius tad 


eived no other anſwer to his letter But Dei- 


Jamia's angry and much changed countenance 


owards him, which he would not take for an ab- 


olute 1epulſe; and therefore was reſolved to have 


her poſitive anſwer. To obtain which, as Deida- 
ia was one morning leaning upon the window in 
er chamber, and looking into the garden, he ſtole 
oftly up ſtairs, and was got into her chamber, juſt 
behind her, before ſhe heard him, when fuddenly 


urning about, and ſeeing him in a dejected poſture, - 
e was very much ſurprized, and trembled at the 
ight, whilſt he by many words endeavoured: to 
ew the greatneſs of his paſſion ; but having ſome-- 
hat recollected her fpirits, the with an angry 
ountenance, ſpake to him thus: „ Why, ho- 
ow, Fronovius? what buſineſs have you here, 
hus to fteal into my chamber unawares ? This 


$ ſuch an affront, a piece of impudence and 


udeneſs, as better becomes a thief than the 


vard of my houſehold; and yet the filthy errand 
a | **\ . I. 


comm. 33 
Armed in the truth of her religion, bleſſing and F | 
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that you come on, is far miore criminal than you 
coming. What have you ever ſeen of lightneſ 
in my carriage that ſhould make you. thus audaci 
ous, or give you the leaſt hope to ſucceed in you 
unlawful and wicked deſires ! I command you t 
be gone: and know, that if you perſiſt in your im 
Pudence and folly, I will ſpeedily take thoſ 
methods, that ſhall iſſue f in your deſerved ſhame 
and confuſion.” 

He would have replied, but ſhe enn wen! 
out of her chamber and would not hear him. 

This abſolute denial and ſevere reprimand 
filled Fronovius with confuſion, and almoſt made 
him hopeleſs ; but after ſome reflection, he ſtron ng) 
fancied, that the oppoſition he met with procee 
not from the lady's virtue, but from the greate 
inclination. ſhe had to ſome. rival, who enjoyec 
thoſe favours which he had been purſuing; and he 
fuppoſed the Gardener to be the man, becauſe he 
had received ſome particular marks of her faveu 
fince the departure of the Count Alanſon. Being 
thus perſuaded, he was reſolved, if it were poſlible 
to make a plain diſcovery : and to this end, he 
planted himſelf privately one evening near the 
back-ſtairs that led out of the garden into Dei 
damia's apartment (for that way he thought thi 
ſuppoſed rival muſt come.) And indeed he had 
not waited long, before a perſon came by, and 
went up thoſe ſtairs, whom he ſoftly followed 
to the ſtair's-foot : the darkneſs of the n ght hin: 
-dered him from diſcerning who the perſon was 
that went by him; but he doubted not but it 
was the Gardener : and having liſtened at the 
bottom of the ſtairs, hearing no door open, not 
any key to turn, he imagined the door was left 
on purpoſe, | and . reſolved to go 


„ 


— 
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thus, but he heard ſomebody coming ſoftly down 


* 


that late time of night; but was extremely ſur- 


thought had been with Deidamia. Upon which, 
ſpeaking big words to Antonio, and threatening to 

ill him for the diſhonour he had done his Lord 
in violating his bed, the poor prieſt, (who was 
almoſt dead with fear, and extremely confounded 
at this accident) trembling, told Fronovius, that if 


him all he knew: which Fronovius promiſing, 
Antonio told him the ſtory of his love addreſſes, 

jolent- paſſion, and the repulſes he met with. 
That, however, being jealous of the Gardener, and 
not finding him in his lodging, (for it ſeems Dei- 


to Antonio) he ſuſpected he might be with his 
ady; where deſiring to detect. him, and bring 


at this unſeaſonable time; but the doors being faſt 


: 5 1 ocked, and after a long liſtening, hearing no ſtir 7 
andi or whiſpering, was returning back again to watch — 
owe more favourable opportunity, that he might not 78 
iWon fight ground, or uncertainty, Jay fuch a thing,. 
mT. SS ooo ho 4.5 
ut i. Fronovius, finding the prieſt had been repul.. 
then ſed and reproved as well as he, and that his 


p himſelf, and ſurprize them in the very act of _ 
their unlawful love. He had no ſooner refolved 
airs: as ſoon the perſon came to the bottom 

of the ſtairs, Fronovius boldly ſeizes on him, 
and . demanded what buſineſs he had there at 


prized to meet with, inſtead of Bernard the Gar- 


dener, Antonio the prieſt, who then Fronovius 


he would fave his life, he would ingenuouſly tell 


TG ge XC 8 | 5 . . 7 
11 $a- a BE. + & . 
4 Ir 1 * : ++ * 


damia had newly appointed him another, unknown 


im to puniſhment, he had undertaken to come 


thoughts were the ſame with his, as to the fut. 
pected rival, having huſhed his preſent fears, and. 
declared. to him, Sous fomewi:at darsly, his. 
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own afeflions, &c. they went to Antonio's cham- 
ber, where they entered into a combination fo 
helliſh and malicious, that it brought many woes 
nd miſeries, both to the virtuous Deidamia and 
the Gardener; till, by the mercy of God, to the 


ſhame and confuſion of the contrivers, they were 


turned to bleſſings, to rejoice the injured, and 
to clear: their innocence, after __ incxpreffible 


_ ſufferings. 


Whilſt theſe wicked men wete thus plotting 
to revenge their repulſes, Deidamia was thought- 
ful of her ſafety. Sometimes ſhe determined to 
write to Alanſon, to remember his promiſe, and 
haſt his return: but then ſhe concluded, that 
though his preſence might reform theſe difor- 


ders, yet to deſert his command upon any pri- 


vate occaſion would derogate from his honour : 
and then ſhe conſidered that ſhe could not hide 
from him the religion ſhe had embraced: fince 


his departure, for ſhe could not diſſemble, if the 
was taxed with it; and though his company was 


dear to her, yet the enjoyment of the other was 
more precious and preferable: and that, .in com- 


 _ pariſon of the love of Chriſt, all the love in the 


world was but of- little vita: At another time, 
ſhe thought of retiring to her parents: but this 


ſhe fancied would be diſpleaſing to her Lord, 
that, in his abſcence, the ſhould leave the govern-4 


ment of his family, which he had truſted to her 


care at his departure; theſe things ſeriouſly weigh- 
ed, -ſhe reſolved to remain at home, thinking time 
| would cure the wild diforders that were in the 
minds of thoſe two wicked ſervants. 


After this laſt reſolve, ſhe retired to her colt, 


where ſhe had not been long ere the Gardener 
came to _— her with A "Pw he had drawn 
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up, by her. order, of the fundamental points of 


the Proteſtant religion, in oppoſition to popery, 


one being compared with the other, and tried by 


ſcripture, and the fathers of the primitive times : 
ſhe accepted this paper very kindly, promiſing to 


lock it over at leiſure, as a matter ſhe had much 


deſired to be informed in. Whereupon he reti- 
red to his labour in the garden, whilſt a bribed 
ipy, their enemies had ſet on the watch, was run- 
ning to give information of the Gardener's being 
with the lady. Fronovius was out of the way; 
Antenio hafted as faſt as he could, and foftly 
opening the fpring-lock, impudently entered-the- 
chamber, drawing the curtains of her bed, in 
hopes of finding what he looked for there; but 


miſting his purpoſe, he ſtole to the fide of her 


cloſet, directed thither by her voice; for the pious 


lady was fallen on her knees, and fervently pouring 


out her foul to God in thefe words: 


« 0 Moſt bleſſed God, who art the Father 

of mercies, and the God of all conſola- 
tion, I bleſs and praiſe thy holy name, that thou 
haft enlightened the eyes of my underſtanding 
with the knowledge of thy bleſſed truth, and that 


- thou haſt delivered me from the darkneſs and ig- a 


norance, and theſe antichriſtian, errors, wherein I 
have lived ſince my childhood, and haſt revealed 
the ſaving knowledge of thy will unto me, as it is 
contained in thy bleſſed word, the holy fcriptures : 
O ſtrengthen my heart in the profeſſion of thy 
truth, and grant that I may never return back again 
to the Popith idolatry and ſuperſtition, nor be under 
the conduct of thoſe 1 guides any more, what- 
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out of her coat, and unperceived by her, was pe 
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ever ſufferings and trials J may be liable to, or Ewret 
may undergo on that account.” e e 
2 e | hun 
| her 


Theſe pious breathings of her ſoul, Antonio the 
to bis great amazement heard, and knew not for 
what to think, whether he ſhould diſcover him- I ſafe! 
felf, 'or retire; but at laſt, wickedly ſuppoſing ¶ dou 
the fear ſhe would conceive,” leſt he ſhould dif- mal 
cover what ſhe had uttered againſt the Romiſh the 
religion, or that, as he concluded, ſhe was an ſin! 
Hugonot, as they call Proteſtants, might induce YE 
her to comply with bis luſt, he preſented him- {| ma 
felf before her, rudely opening her cloſet door || thi: 
ere ſhe had time to rife from her knees. This we 


continued impudence of his, much troubled her felt 


ſpirits; whereupon, riſing haſtily, ſhe —_— up 
pulled the door, after ſne had given him a thu 


back, and locked herſelf in. However, it unhap- the 


pily fell out, that in this diſorder, not taking that ¶ ch 


care, as at another time ſhe would have done, fac 


that paper which the Gardener had newly brouglit eo 
her, with her haſty ſhutting the door, dropped 


ſhut out of the cloſet, which Antonio took care- fi 


fully up, and put in his pocket, telling her, though IM cc 


the door was ſhut againſt him, he had heard how h 
the had apoſtatized from her religion, and how e 


wickedly ſhe had ſpoken of the holy Roman e 
Catholic church, and what miſchiefs he could do ki 


her, if he ſhould diſcover it; yet for the love he e 
bore her, if the would yield to eafe his paſſion, v 
it thould be buried in eternal oblivion; but if r 
t 
t 


ſhe refuſed, he had now got an opportunity to ruin 
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The pious. lady (whoſe fervent devotions this 
wretch had interrupted) bridled, as much as 
human frailty could do, her paſſion commanded. 
him in mild terms to be gone, and not wound 

ber chaſte ears with his hated diſcourſe. Againſt 
onto ¶ the injury he threatened her, ſhe truſted in God 
not ſfor protection, who ig a ſtrong tower for the 
um- If ſafety of all thoſe that fly to him; and ſhe 
fing I doubted not, when ſhe had an opportunity to 
dif- make her Lord ſenſible of it, he would, through 
niſh I the favour of Almighty God, and concur with her, 
an in her opinion. „ 
uce Antonio, finding himſelf diſappointed in his 
im- main expeQation, and thoroughly nettled with 
oor this anſwer, particularly the concluſion of it, 
his went away, threatening and muttering to bim- 
her felf; and in the antichamber met Fronovius, who 
ws upon later notice was haftening to him, to whom 

he told all he had ſeen and heard. This made 

p- them conſult to take new meaſures; and in con- 
lat I eluſion, reſolved her chaſtity or life ſhould be 
ie, facrificed to their revenge. This was no ſooner 
Hit concluded on, but Antonio remembered that 
ed paper he had taken up, and taking it out of his 
as pocket, knew it to be the Gardener's hand, and at 
e- I firſt ſuppoſed it to bè a love- letter, that might diſ- 
h cover the intrigue between him and his lady, was 
w v8 highly pleaſed ; but he had ſcarce read it half over, 
ere he found ſuch weighty arguments againſt the 
n church of Rome, levelled ſo directly againſt her 
0 tottering foundation, as not only puzzled his un- 
G 
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derſtanding, but made him ſtorm at a ſtrange rate: 
» MW whereupon Fronovius took it out of his hand, and 
f I read the reſt, and in the cloſe, theſe words, viz. Vir- I 
: W tuous lady, theſe arguments, pro & contra, | ſubmit YN 

toy our great wiſdom, 5 very joyful in having, = 


\ K L 
1 1 
7% 


A * 
* * 1 4. os : PR 
* WS n 7 by 
C 


— - = = \ 
8 4 [7 4 K ho 
tos Sw TR F : 
WH - ä 2 <> 
9 . 4.4" 5 
. 0 , of 
$ E 
, , * * — = 
4 EF 8 WY 4 
© 66.3% 
- © = 
— Ka 


— 2 — 2 * * 
a, * 0 * as 
" — 


r 275 


8 M 
LL i” 
— —— 
- 22 9 


* q "A; * 22 - 
FEY Gow > 2 E 2 . 


* 
* 
$ * 


. 
8 
* "I 
o 
i 


* ID A ; — n 1 > I 
„ 9 * „ 
2 = 2 * . BER EY 7 FY * - Ay a * ** EY. K 3 * 6 
>; n - I 1 * 
we K 8 


by 


8 
3 


1 THE FRENCH 


under God, been a poor inſtrument in enlighten. 
ing your underſtanding to diſcern truth from falſe. 
This left them no longer in doubt, who the 
party was that (as they termed it) had induced 
her to apoſtatize, and become an heritic, and 
for this, conſequently, to enjoy favours ſhe denied 
to them; whereupon they vowed a bloody revenge. 
But fearing that the love Alanſon bo her, would 
not be effaced by the change of ner religion, eſpe- 
cially when he ſhould come to underſtand their 
eriminal paſſion for her, and practices, againſt her, 
they reſolved to make her parents bear the blame 
of that ſtupendous wickedneſs, which they them- 
ſelves deſigned to be the actors of: for they knew 
that her parents were extraordinarily bigotted to 
the Romiſh church, and fo were the likelieſt to 
deal with in this matter: whereupon Antonio im- 
mediately poſted to them, and defiring a private con- 
terence with the father and mother, after man 


hypocritical ſhews of ſorrow for the diſgrace that. 


would befal the family, he declared how his lady 
(ſince his Lord had been abſent} had been per- 


verted from the Catholic religion by a hugonot, a 


| heretic Gardener, a fugitive wretch, that had been 
taken in, ſome years ago, upon charity. He urged 
what diſhonour it would be to their family; the 
danger incurred by the king's edicts; and laſtly, 
the loſs of her ſoul, if the was not timely recovered 


and brought to the right fold, from - whence ſhe 4 


had perverſely ſtrayed. Then he began to magnify 
the pzous care — pains he had taken to keep her 
in the right way, and to prevent ber falling into 
ſuch an unpardonable ſin; but that the devil had 


deen too hard for his induſtry and labours, through 


1 


God's, high ſufferance, to bring ſome great 
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en- judgment on her, for her haughtinefs and con- 
lſe. tempt, &c. . ü a | 8 


: . "TR 
| This being delivered in a tone very moving 
the and paſſionate, ſeeming altogether in pity to Dei- 
red damia, made her father ſigh, and the old lady 
nd burſt out in tears, wringing her hands, and be- 
ed wailing the miſeries of their aged years, in this 3-4 
ge. (as they then termed it) worft of misfortunes 4.3 
d that could befal them; that the only branch of = 
be- i their family that ſhould convey it to poſterity, 1 
eir had made herſelf à caſt-away ; for fo in their 
er, | paſſionate mood they expreſſed her to be. An- ® 
me || tonio was glad to fee them thus wrought upon; 
m- | and the ſtorm of their firſt grief ſpending itſelf, 
ew and being allayed by falling tears, they began to 
to | confult more maturely how this misfortune might 

to | be reverſed : and after many things were debated, ' 
n- | Antonio's device of lodging her in a nunnery 
n- (here ſhe n. ight be reſtrained from heretic books 
ny as he ſaid, and the company of any ſeducers, and 

at. allo to be inſtructed by virtuous nuns, till her 1 
dy Lord came home, and determined what might 5 14 | 


r- further be done in it) was approved. 1 | 
5a What was to be done with the Gardener was | l 
en the thing to be conſulted, whether to make him '',, IF 


ed away ſecretly, or deliver him up to juſtice; the 
he I prieſt was for the former, but the parents con- 
y, IM ſciences were tender in that, and could not con- 
ec ſent to fuch wickedneſs ; but Antonio alledged, 
ne FW that the whole buſineſs would be made public, 
fy if he were delivered up to juſtice, and their 
er daughter would be brought in as criminal, and 
to perhaps for her obſtinacy, her Lord might loſe \ : 
1d his honours and preferments at court. This 
h made them conſider farther, and at laſt leave it 
at to the wicked prieſt, or thoſe he ſhould appoint, . _ 
to do as he or they pleaſed. They would have 
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"44 ' THE FRENCH * 
bore him company to Alanſon's houſe, to fee 
what their perſuaſions might do, but he urged 
it would only be a means to diſcover the matter; 
and that it would be the beſt for them to come 
and moderate things wherr the Count came home, 
of which he would give them the firft notice; 
fince at preſent what was to be done required. 
fecrely, that in the mean time ſne would be pro- 
vided for, as became her quality; and that ſuch a 
Place as he mentioned, with time and company, 
were the heſt cure to joſtle thoſe wild notions out 
of her head: upon which they only ſent her a 
letter, and reſolved not to go themſelves. So An- 
tonio returned well ſatisfied to his wicked compa- 
. e | e Then. 
Deidamia, (who was ignorant of this) miſ- 
fing her paper, and not doubting which way it 
went, taking more care for Bernard the Gardener 
than herſelf, thought by it he would be diſcover- 
ed; wherefore the ſent for him, gave him a hand- 
ful of gold, and commanded him to ſhift for 
himelf; telling him what had paſſed, and the 
danger he was in. This command he ſeemed ex- 
pou loth to obey, and, with tears in his eyes, 
proteſted,” that for the ſake of his religion, and 
min her defence againſt any injury or violence, he 
was willing to expoſe his life: but ſhe urged ſo 
many things to haſten his departure, that he pro- 
miſed to do it; and ſo they (with ſhedding many 
tears) took a long farewell of each other.. 
Bernard was preparing to depart, as Antonio 
returned with his orders; whereupon Fronovius 
clapt him up in a dungeon, and that night hired 
two. rufflans to carry him to the ſea-cliffs, and 
throw him thence head long; and thither they 
carried him in à ſack, on à horſe, gagged and 
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ery near the cliffs, one of them enquired, and 
ound it belonged to a French plantation in the 


pf Joſeph's brethren with the Iſhmaelities, to 
make the beſt purchaſe of him, rather than de- 
ſtroy him, and loſe it; ſo he that came to enquire, 


demanded of the mafter, If he wanted a = ; 
7 


ſervant? He told him, yes; then he returne 


and took the Gardener out of the ſack, ungagged 


and unbound him, and told him, That though 


he deſerved to die for perverting his lady to hereſy, 
yet they had compaſſion upon him, and would 


only ſend him to do penance, for a flave in the 
Weſt Indies, and bid him accept of it thankfull 

and without muttering; and thereupon they deli- 
vered him to the maſter of the veſſel, of whom 
they received twelve crowns. After which they 
returned, and gave an account they had thrown 


x 
— 


him with a great ſtone about his neck, from a fifty 


foot cliff into the ſea, and for it received the re- 


ward promiſed them. Nor was Bernard unwilling 


to go with his new maſter, finding providence had 
changed the death that was defigned him, only into 


ſlavery, from whence he might hope in time to be 


releaſed. But his care was greater for Deidamia 


than himſelf, for he had been uſed to misfortune, - 


and inured to ſeveral hardſhips. And her grief 
was no leſs, that ſhe found herſelf conſtrained (as 
ſhe ſuppoſed for his ſafety) ſo abruptly to part with 


the man that had been an inftrument in the filling 
her heart fo full of heavenly conlolations ; and had 
not laid her commands on him to write to her, or © 


otherwife to give ſecret. notice of his abiding 
place {that ſhe might have had farther converſe 
with him, and been more firengthened by him 


. 


Weſt Indies; whereupon they took the method 
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till ſhe found means to reſtore him to his placeagain 


ter from her parents to her, wherein they lai 
„ as ſhe tendered the favour. of Almighty God 
to be ruled and guided in all things. by her ſpirit 
 kiny, they termed this wicked prieſt.) „And 


nio having conſulted Fronovius about it, they 


and treacherous accuſers ſhould be unable to 
ſully the brightneſs of her innocence.“ This 
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in the poſſeſſion of that truth he had inſtructe- 
her in, and which ſhe was reſolved to abide by] 


he ter 
ill her 
to hi 
Thi 
retch 
ger, al 
he in 
ind d 
zxquif 
| ent, 
of a 
other 
lewdr 


Whilſt ſhe was penſive on theſe thoughts, An 
tonio having (as I before told you) gotten a let- 


their commands on her till her Lord's return, 
their bleſſing, and her own honour and ſafety, 
val paſtor,” (So, being ignorant of his vil- 


whatever he perſuaded her to for the. good © 
her foul, and bodily preſervation, readily to com - reply 
ply with; to whoſe care and integrity, next tofiſhe « 
the heavenly protection, they heartily recom- rvi 

mend her till her Lord and huſband came home: 
This was ſigned by bath of them. And Anto- 


both came boldly to her apartment, when they 
knew ſhe was in private, and preſented it to her, ſi 
« Charging her to obey it as ſhe tendered her 
fatety ;” She no ſooner looked on it, but ſhe aſk- 
ed them fo many queſtions, that by Antonio's 
replies, the was not inſenſible, they had traduced 
her to her parents; and after ſome juſt re- 
proaches, told them, It ſhould not be long, 
before ſhe would go and plead her own cauſe, 
and doubted not fo to juſtify ber proceeding to 
her parents, that the black villany of her - baſe 


at firſt ſtartled them; but being fully refolved 
to proceed in their wicked defigns ; they plainly 
told her, * She was at their diſpoſal, and that 
they had orders to carry her to a nunnery, where 
the ſhould be honourable uſed, but debarred from 
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Kill her and their Lord returned, to take the matter 


by ate his own hands, and determine how he pleaſed 
gain diſpoſe of her.“ | 5 


TOY # 
This inſufferable impudence of theſe luſtful 
retches ſtirred up her zeal to ſo much holy an- 
ger, and deteſtation of what they propofed, that 
ſhe in a great paſſion proteſted to © die a theu- 


xquiſite torments their helliſh malice could in- 


Iritfyent, rather than to be incloſed within the walls 


of a nunnery, which ſhe was ſatisfied was no 
other than a ſink of fin, and plaufible colour for 
lewdnefs and debauchery.” But they, without 


ſhe oppoſed her ſtrength againft their rudeneſs, 
m- erying out for help to the reſt of her ſervants; 

but aeiou who was the ſteward and gover- 
to- Inor of the family, had ſo ordered the matter, that 


hey thoſe that immediately waited upon her, were 


hey then out of hearing; fo that withoW any other 


der, interuption, than what her contending gave 


her them, they hurried her into a cloſe chamber in 
k- ¶ the remoteſt part of the houſe, where they locked 
10's her in, and went to conſult farther, how they 
ed ſhould ſecretly convey her from thence, whilſt 
re-Eihe (who expected, after fuch treatment, nothing 
ng, but a violation of ker chaſtity, and would much 
uſe, rather have embraced death, and counted it a 
to favour) was pouring out her ſoul to God, and im- 
aſc Eploring his help in this needful time of her trou- 
to I ble, and begging of him to ſtrengthen her 


his I faith, 'till on a Tudden, to allay the trouble and 
red WM afflictions of her mind, ſuch beams of joy and 
nly comfort darted into her , foul, that ſhe aſſured 
hat Wherſelf, * That that merciful God, whoſe gracious 


he deſtructive principles ſhe had lately imbibed, = 


ind deaths, if it were poſſible, and by the moſt 


"m- replying, offering to force her from the cloſet, 
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protection ſhe had been ſeeking, would work ouffth 
deliverance for her in due tim.  WW>7 
Theſe conſpirators, by this time, had come tqqhappe 
+ a reſult to ri themſelves, as they thought, for eveſſthen, 
from the fears they were in of their villainou gt? 
practices being diſcovered ; which was this. - {Yun 

Fronovious counterfeited a letter in Alanſon' tells 
hand ſo my exactly, that if himſelf had ſeen it}a2d « 
he might have been puzzled to diſtinguiſh ita ligt 
from his own; and having gotten two ruffiang the 
ready, one dreſſed in the habit of an officer, andi one 
the other like a ſervant attending him Anto.W!* 
nio and his companion in wickedneſs went toſ that 
her with it, and falling on their knees, with ſomeſ[tr9v! 
forced tears, humbly implored her pardon for with 
the indignities they had offered to her, beſeech- ¶ 'P<< 
ing her to be their good lady, notwithſtanding him. 
their follies, and they would never, in the like 
nature, offend, nor do any thing to diſoblige her; 
with many other proteſtations, and much feigned C 
ſorrow forlſſtheir rudeneſs and deſigns upon her Jul! 
chaſtity, entreating her not to diſcover it to her 
huſband. Cd | oo PR gr 

Whilſt Deidamia was wondering what that 
ſudden alteration, in thoſe who had lately ſo rudely 
treated her, might mean, Fronovious delivered her 
the letter, in which ſhe read theſe words: 


at f 


My Dear Deidamia, 


FTYHOUGH I know, that the news which N 
BF. theſe lines will acquaint you with, cannot Pre 
be exceptable to you, yet conjure you by our the 
mutual affections, that you ſuffer not- yourſelf to e 
be diſturbed, but hear what J ſhall tell you, With ant 
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& oulchat patience and ſerenity of mind which becomes 


Hou, as knowing it is our duty in all things that 
appen to us, to ſubmit to the divine will. Know K 
then, my lovely Deidamia, that ia a late encounter 49 

ith a party of the enemy, I happened to be 


_. . wounded by a chance ſhot, which my ſurgeoeœen 
ſon' tells me is mortal; and fearing that it may be ſo, 1 
n it, and deſiring above all things here below, to have 1 
fa fight of your dear ſelf, before I depart out of _— 
Hangſthe world, I have ſent the bearer Monſ. Durell, 9 
andl one of my captains, to conguct you to me fort-. ð ͥU 
nto- with; Who is a perſon of that worth and honour, 
t told that you may truſt yourſelf with him without the 8 
dme l trouble of any attendants, 'but what he brings H 
for with him, becauſe I weuld have you come as 1 


ech- ſpeedily as may be; which is at preſent all from 
ling him, who is both in life and death, 


Ul eee ever faithful huſband, 5 | | 1 . 
een "ris « 
her July 12, 1639. : 2 
herfſ N | DE ALAN SON.“ 


At the reading of this ſhe trembled, looked — 8 
her pale, and ſhed abundance of tears, being in the i 
greateſt diſorder and confuſion imaginable; m- | - ny 
treating inſtantly to ſee the party that brought | » 


"Fa . . . 1 . 1 
5 promiſing (on their renewing their intreaties? 


future demeanour they made an amendment for 
what had paſſed; and they thereupon ſolemnly 
promiſed and led her down into the hall, where 
ur the pretended captain and his ſervant bowed 
to very. low to her; and being beforehand inſtructed, 
th anſwered all her e ſo cunningly, that ſte 


t to diſcover their wickedneſs, if by their | 
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verily believed the letter to come from her Lord, 
and that all he ſaid was true, deſiring them to 
refreſh themſelves, whilſt ſhe fitted herſelf with 
other apparel, and took ſome jewels gold, &c. 
along with her. Which done, and being about 
four in the evening, the innocent dove commit- 
ted herſelf into the talons of theſe bloody vul- 
tures, mounted behind the ſuppoſed captain, who 
had his inſtructions not to let her fee the next 
morning dawn. Antonio and Fronovius pre- 
tended much ſorrow, at her departure, but in- 
wardly rejoiced, that by this ſtratagem they 
could get her eaſily into the trap, without noiſe 
and diſturbance; which had they gone about to 
do by force, her cties might have brought reſcue, 
and prevented their villainous purpoſes: the curſ- 


ed prieſt indeed would have firſt raviſhed . her 


by himſelf and his companion, and then murder- 
ed her at home; but the other, conſidering that 


| it would be difficult to diſpoſe of the body, con- 


trived this way. But I muſt leave them for 


ſome time hugging themſelves in their ſecurity, 


and follow the deceived innocent. | 
The bloody cut-throats having got the prize, 
by her too much credulity, into their poſſeſſion, 
took all the by-ways they could, croſſing the 
country, and holding her in diſcourſe with many 
things relating to the war, and ſo ſpun out the 
time till the ſun was near ſetting, when comin 
into a valiey between two vaſt woods, in a pla 2 
much unfrequented, they rode into one of them, 
at a turning of a narrow way, where the ſup- 


poſed captain ſtopped, and the ruffian that rode 


ſingle alighted, and ſuddenly pulled Deidamia 
from behind him, who at ſo unexpected a-rude- 


*. 


| ö neſs trembled, and began to ſuſpect the treache- 


ought not to live. 


; 


51 

ry; nor was the other ſlow in diſmounting, 
when both carried her farther into the wood; upon 
this, with piteous ſhrieks and cries, ſhes demand- 
ed the cauſe of ſuch violence; but without re- 
plying, the villain who had carried her, draw- 
ing his ſword, directed it for the fatal thruſt, 
deſigning inſtantly to pierce her heart; whilſt 
on her knees ſhe was imploring their pity and 
compaſſion, and intreating to know in what ſhe 
had offended, to make them ſo void of huma- 
mty towards a diſtreſſed lady, whom they had 
betrayed into that ſolitary place; being convin- 
ced that her Lord had given no ſuch commands: 
No, replied they, that's true, nor do we know 
him, but Antonio and Fronovius have, and we 
mult obey them ; beſides, you are an heretic, and 


Deidamia now finding ſhe was befrayed by 
her wicked ſervants into the hands of theſe mer- 


' leſs villains; and feeing nothing but preſent 


death before her eyes, ſhe poured out her ſoul 
to God in vehement petitions for favour from 
nis hands; and that if he ſaw fit ſhe ſhould live 
no longer here, that he would receive her into 
life eternal; and that rather, if it were required, 
ſhe might ſeal her profeſſion of the reformed re- 
ligion, in which ſhe had found ſo much heaven- 

conſolation, with her deareſt blood, than be 
prevailed with to recant it. But thou, O Lord, 
faid ſhe, who deliveredſt Daniel from the fury 
of the lions, and the three children from de- 
youring flames, canſt if thou wilt, in this ex- 
tremity, deliver me from theſe blood-thirity men, 


hom I have in no manner injured : but be it as 


thou pleaſeſt, ſo that my departing foul, when it 
leaves this mortal ww may find ſhelter in the 
| 5 
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arms of thy mercy. The villains, who all this 
while had eyed her, and ſaw her lovely in her 
tears, troubled not themſelves about her religion, 
for their buſineſs was to murder her; and there- 
fore the pretended captain ſaid, „ Lady, our 


time is ſhort, this inſtant you muſt die; therefore 
ſettle your mind for the fatal ſtroke.” To this 


| the made no reply, but continuing on her knees, 


of the wounds his dear lady was about to re- 


with eyes up'ifted to heaven, ſighs and tears 
being the language of her ſoul, his impious hand 
was about to give the fatal thruſt, but the other 
catched hold of his arm, and ftopt his ſword ; 


and after that, they whiſpered but ſhe knew 
not what they faid, till their further attempt re- 


vealed it. ORE | SF 

They had no ſooner done conferring notes, 
but they violently forced her on her back, and 
prepared to ravifh her firſt, and then put her to 
death: her cries were upon this redoubled, and 


ſhe begged death rather than the loſe of her 


chaſtity, opening her boſom, and tempting their 
ſwords to pierce it. But her beauty in this ſor- 


rowful condition was "fo charming in their luſt- 


ful eyes, that they were inexorable to her cries 
and prayers. O had Alanfon been but there, 


with what - vengeance, - at this piteous fight, 


would his ſword have been drawn to their de- 
ſtruction, and her reſcue: but he being ignorant 


ceive, Heaven interpoled for her reſcue : for the 


villains fell at diſcord, who fhould firſt enjoy her; 


and the conteſt grew ſo hot, that they diſputed 


it with their ſwords, and in the duel, the pre- 


tended captain (moſt forward in the miſchief) 


was run through the body, and with a: ghaſtly 


groan yielded up his wicked ſoul into the hands 
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this of deatn. The other being | ſorely. wounged 
her and fainting through lofs of blood, gave Ue- 
ion. | damia time to fly farther into the woods, wan- 
ere- | dering. fo far, that, night cevering every thing 
our | with darkneſs, ſhe thought ſhe might now reſt a 
fore little to recover breath; and ſo fat down upon 
this | the ground: though the dangers ſhe has ſo lately 
ees, f| eſcaped from wicked men, and thoſe that ſhe 
ears | now feared from wild beaſts, would not à long 
and | time ſuffer her to cloſe her eyes; however ſhe 
her | ceaſed not with. earneſt prayers and ſupplicat ons 
rd; to recommend herſelf to God, and implore his 
ew | aid and protection; who by the late wonderful 
re- deliverance - he had given her, had ſufficiently 

| ſhewn her how able he is to ſame to the utmoſt, 
es, even in the midſt of the greateſt. dangers. Ihe 
nd conſideration whereof was a mighty allay to her 
to | preſent ſorrows, in the midſt of that forlorn con- 


nd || dition to which ſhs was reduced; ſo that a little WO 
aer Þ ſupported thereby, ſhe at laſt fell into a found |} 
eir ſleep, having no other pillow than a turf of graſs _ 


xr- | nor covering than the canopy of heaven. The 
ſt- morning being come, Deidamia again returned 
es thanks to God, both for her late deliverance, 
re, and her laſt night's preſervation; earneſtly beg- 
it, ging of him, I hat as he had graciouſly begun 
e- to delwer her, ſo he would in his own good time _ 
nt, | .compleat it, to his own glory and her good; and _ 
e- | that, though at preſent her alflictions were not _ 
ie | joyous but grievous, yet, through God's over- 
; | ruling providence, they might afterwards bring 
d forth for her the peaceable fruits of righreoul- 
>- | neſs; humbly defiring ſhe might be kept from 
F) | harbouring hard thoughts of God, or of his 
y truth and ways, which ſhe had ſo lately embra _ 
8 ced, .notwithſtanding any tuffe:ings the had or f = 
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St meet wichal upon that account. And 
thus recommended herſelf to God, ſhe 


deſolate pathleſs, and folitary place: but the 
more the thought to extricate herſelf, the more 
ſhe found herſelf entangled, and without hope 
of getting out. The fruits, that at that time 


of the year grew upon the trees, ſupplied her 


with food; and the little purling ſtreams that 
iſſued from ſome ſprings in the wood, ſupplied 
her with drink: ſo that finding it impoſſible to 
get away, the was content to rarry there, till the 


providence of God ſhould find out ſome way of 


deliverance for her; being fatisfied in this, that 
the comforts of converſation, and other conve- 
niences that ſhe uſed to have, were abundantly 
made up in the communion ſhe enjoyed with 


God, whoſe bleſſed preſence, as ſhe has fince 


confeſſed, did more than recompenſe for all her 
outward wants.---In the poſſeſſion of which 
happineſs we will leave her for a time, and look 
back to ſce what became of the ſurviving ruffian. 

His companion (as we have already heard) 
was killed in their conteſt, about which ſhould 

enjoy, or rather raviſh Deidamia firſt; and he 


that ſurvived fainted away through loſs of blood, 


which (as we have already related) made way 
for Deidamiz's eſcape: but he recovering in ſomg 
little time, found means to ſtop in effuſion; 
and then, miſſing of Deidamia, he made what 
ſearch he could for her, not ſo much as to ſatisfy 
his Juſt, (which his loſs of blood had pretty much 
allayed) as to take away her life, that in time 
to come ſhe might not be an evidence of his 
wickedneſs; but not finding her after all his 


be he buried his companion, * returned 


account. 


eden!!! og: BY. 


to thoſe that had. ſet them to work, telling them, 
« That Deidamia, when ſhe found ſhe mult die, 


by a ſurprize, had ſnatched away his companion's 


ſword, and ſlain him with it by an unlooked for 
thurſt : but that himſelf had quickly revenged 
it by her own death; and had buried them both 
in a deep pit to avoid diſcovery.” This they 


believed, and gave him what they had promiſed, 


being mightily pleaſed, that now. they were, as 
they thought at leaſt, out of danger... - . 
Whilſt theſe things were thus acted, Deidamia's 
parents were exceedingly troubled, even to that 
degree, that their fleep departed from them; 
and thoſe little flumbers that they ſometimes 
got, were interrupted with ſtrange and unacourt- 


able dreams, which were alſo attended with an 


unuſual melancholy, of which they could give no 
This made them reſolve to enquire 
after Deidamia, of whom they had heard nothing 


 fince the permiſſion they gave to Antonio to carry 


her. to a nunnery. SEES © og 
But Fronovius and Antonio had been ſo cun- 


ning to prevent their diſcovery of the villainy, 


that, for a ſum of money, they engaged a cer- 


| tain abbeſs of Antonio's acquaintance, to ac- 


knowledge, when there ſhould be occaſion, that 
Deidamia had been brought thither, but that 


+ſhe had made her eſcape from thence, ſo that 


ſhe knew not what was become of her, nor could 
give any account of the reaſon of it, but onl 
by a note that ſhe had left behind her in her 
chamber: which note Fronovius, who, as we 
have already ſaid, had a notable faculty at coun- 
terfeiting of hands, had writ in a hand ſo like 
Deidamia's, that it could not be diſtinguiſhed. 
They had alſo given the abbeſs a ladder of ropes, 
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by which it was prevented ſhe bud made her 
"eſcape. Fronovius and Antonio, having ſo well 


laid their deſign with the abbeſs, kept poſſeſſion 


- Alanſon's houſe without tear or controul. 
And therefore, when Deidamia's parents came 


thither to enquire, after their daughter, they re- 


ceived them with” much ſeeming courteſy and 


kindneſs; and Fronovius told them, « That 
though it had unhappily fallen out, that their 


lady had been 8 to hereſy ſince the de- 
parture of the Count her huſband, 
taken that care of the fan. ily, in his Lord's ab- 


ſence, which was conſiſtent with his duty; and 
that, as to his lady, the orders they had been 
pleaſed to give to Antonio, to ſend her to a 


nunnery, had been punctually obſerved, and he 
hoped by that means, againſt" the coming home of 
their Lord, the might be again reconciled to her 


mother th. out of which there is no ſalva- 
15 hough. this diſcourſe of Fronovius* was 


tion.“ 
very plauſible, yet the parents of Deidamia were 
not at all ſatisfied with it, but deſired to ſee and 
diſcourſe with her in the nunnery where {he was; 
which Fronovius ſeemed ready to aſſent to, and 
with Antonio offered their ſervice to accompany 
them thither, telling them, they had given a ſtrict 
charge to the abbeſs, to- prevent any heretics from 
coming to her, that none might be admitted to 
ſpeak with her but e or wh their immedi- 
ate order. 

The parents wine for the preſent ſatisfied 
with this anſwer, lay there that night, big with 
the hopes they had of ſeeing their daughter the 
next day: which being come, they went with 


Antonio and Fronovius to the nunnery, but 


were extremely ſurprized, when the came chi- 


nn 


yet he had 


right me of the injury done me by my treacherous 


| wall; and then taking them into a room that 
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ther, to hear the abbeſs ſay, that the young lady 
had been too hard for her, and, notwithſtand- 
ing all her care and diligence, had found a way 
to make her eſeape but the day before; and 
then led them into the garden, ſhewing them 
the ladder of ropes by which ſhe got over the 
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ſhe called her chamber, gave them the note 
which Fronovius left her, aſking ' her parents if 
they knew that hand; they haſtily opened it, and 
thought verily it had been of Deidamia's writ- 
ing: and then reading, found it to contain theſe 
„ R 8 


« F FJ AVING been forced to this place againſt 
4 my mind and conſcience, let none be 
troubled that I found a means to ſet myſelf at 

| liberty ; and am gone to him, who no doubt will 


ws ny» | .. — rn r nnn be. 


ſervants. | FO TS 
Ot as DEIDAMIA.“ 


a 


Her parents, upon reading this letter, beliey- 
ing it to be true, burſt forth into tears for tige 
lols of their daughter, not knowing now in what 

art of the country to ſeek for her: the only 

| Lops they had was, that ſhe was gone into Flan- 
ders to her huſband; to which opinion Frono- ; 
vius and Antonio both perſuaded them, from  { Mt 
that expreſſion in the note, « 1 am gone to him _ 
that will right my injuries.” Upon which, gir- {+} 4 
ing Fronovius a charge to be a faithful ſteward *S 
in his Lord's abſence, they returned to their own 


— — TT. -, 


| houſe, where they writ the following letter to the 
Count, and ſent it by an expreſs to Flanders. 


£ 


ment of Picardy. 


„ Deareſt Son, I. | | 

FT I is not without inexpreſſible grief that we 
write theſe lines, which bring you the ſad 

- tidings of the (greateſt affliction that ever befel 
you; and which without the divine aid, you will 
find it very hard to bear; but I hope Heaven will 
, ſupport you under it; it is in brief, the loſs of 
Deidamia; I do not mean by death, for had 
heaven ordained it ſo, that would have been far more 
eligible : but alas ! ſhe is loſt both to herſelf and all 
of us; and ſhe is, ſince your departure, perverted 
to hereſy, and turned an obſtinate Hugonot ; which 


To the Count De Alanſon, Colonel of the Reg'- 


whilſt we endeavoured to reclaim her from, by 


conſenting, upon the advice of your chaplain, 
father Antonio, that ſhe ſhould be put into a nun- 


nery, ſhe is eſcaped from thence no one knows 


whither ; the thought thereof has filled the hearts 
of myſelf and wife with fuch inexpreſſible grief and 
ſorrow, as hath rendered us altogether inconſolable: 
our only remaining hope is, that ſhe may be gone 


to you; and that if you have not already, you, 


may yet hear of her in a. few days; for ſhe left be- 
hind her in her chamber, at the nunnery of St. 
Bridget's, whether Fronovius and Antonio con- 
ducted her, the following note:“ e 


4 1 AVING been forced to this place againſt 


my mind and conſcience, let none be 
troubled that J found means to ſet myſelf at 


he; 


je 


liberty ; ; and am gone to-him who no doubt will 
right me of the Injury done me by my treacher- 


ous ſervants. | 
om A.“ 


« lt i is this note alone that gives us ground 
to hope that you may ſee her again; and I pray 
God it may fall out accordingly. And whenever 
this Joſt ſheep ſhall be found again, I doubt not 
but you will lay her in your boſom, according to 
the example of our great ſhepherd, and by your 


— 


wonted love and tenderneſs towards her, endeavour 


to reſtore her again to the true fold and church of 
Chriſt; to whole PING I commit you, and fo 


materiel 
q a MOTAIGN.” 


The * Alanſon was ſo e with 
grief at the reading of this letter, that for ſome 
time he remained ſpeechleſs. His trouble was 
too great to vent itſelf in words, ſtill waters 
being always the deepeſt : but ſoon after, his ſor- 
row gave itſelf vent in the moſt paſſionate and 


feeling complaints; and then calling for pen 
and ink, he writ the 8 letter to his | 


father: 


\ 


* 


Alanſon to Sieur Montaign. 


25 SIR, 
Received your letter, the contents whenks 
| have brought that grief and forrow to my 
heart that will continue there for N unleſs 


— 
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= the fight of my «deareſt Deidamia remove it: her 
_— being turned Hugonot, is not that which gives 
_ me much trouble; it rather makes me think 
there is ſomething of good in theſe opinions, or 
elſe ſo much goodneſs and virtue, as that of 
Deidamia's, could never have embraced them. 
Had you but let her alone in my houſe, I had 
been happy ſtill; but your endeavouring to re- 
claim her has been the ruin of us both: I am ſo 
tranſported with grief and anger, that I Know 
not what to write, nor could ] write at all, but 
come away immediately, were it not for the 
hopes you give me from the note found in the 
chamber of my deareſt Deidamia, that the was 
gone to him that would ſoon right her injuries, 
and that can be none but mylelf; might I but 
recover her again, ſhe would not be miſtaken in 
her thoughts. It is in hopes of her coming, 
that I am content to ftay here a little longer: 
for it is Deidamia alone can make me happy. 


Farewel. 5 1 „ 
SER ALANSON.” 


The meſſenger being returned with Alanſon's 
letter, it adminiſtered freſh griet to Deidamia's 
parents. For they thereby found, that by their 
too eaſily yielding to Antonio's deſigns, . they 
had not only loft their daughter; but the affec- 
tions of their ſon-in-law. In this ſtate we wl 
now leave them, and make Deidamia a viſit in 
her ſorrowful ſolitude. _ i 

Deidamia being in that lonely place, each 
day removed her habitation, until at laſt ſhe 
found a cave to ſecure herſelf from the injuries 
of the weather; and it was a quiet reſting place 


* 7 9 _— — lt 5 5 1 2 
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the mouth of the cave, ſhe covered herſelf. from 


all danger; which ſhe looked upon, and thank-=. * 72 : 


ed God for, as a gieat mercy: and living upon 
the fruits that grew in the wood (as I faid be- 
fore) ſhe ſpent her time wholly in prayer and 
meditation; and though her diet and lodging 
was extremely changed, yet her health was both 
continued and increaſed; and ſhe found that pro- 
miſe made good unto her, 4: thy day is, ſo Hall thy 
ftrength be. 4 „„ | "A 
She had now lived almoſt four months in this 
ſolitude, and the winter approaching, began to 
make the woods uncomfortable, and the cold 
extremely nipping: ſo that Deidamia was forced 
often to walk apace to get her a heat. One 
day as ſhe had walked farther than ordinary, 
ſhe, diſcovered ſome kind of an obſcure path ſhe 
had not ſeen before; and though ſhe knew not 
whither it would lead her, ſhe was reſolved to 
follow the tract: ſhe travelled fo far that day, 
that it was in vain for her to think of returning 
to her beloved cave, where ſhe had lain ſo many _ 
nights; and therefore making the beſt ſhift that 
ſhe could, ſhe ſat down upon the ground, and re- 
commending herſelf to the Almighty's protec- - 
tion, compoſed herſelf to reſt. The next morn- 
ing ſhe aroſe as ſoon. as it was light, and travel-' 
ling forward, perceived her path to be like that f 
tlie , which, the wiſe man tells us, ines 
more and more. unto the perfeet day and ſhe was 
encouraged to go on, becauſe the fancied ſhe 
heard the barking of dogs; and after travelling 
a little farther, the was well aſſured it was a real 
thing, and not a fancy only; and therefore the. 
purſued: her journey 7 more eagerly: the ſun 
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had not come to its meridian, when the heard 
an unuſual ruſhing amongſt the buſhes, and 
_ ſtanding ſtill to know what it might mean, ſhe 


the old man, having never ſeen any human be 
creature in that place before, could not but be and th 
amazed to ſee a woman coming from the midſt of her, tt 


upon this, looking earneſtly upon him, and 


that place. Deidamia defired they would. afk 


would let them know, that her. being there alive 


12 8 


perceived a grave old man, with two dogs fol- 
lowing him, come from among the trees. The 
were both alike ſurprized at the interview; for 


the wood; and therefore addreſſing himſelf to = tha 
her, he enquired by what misfortune ſhe came [ihe wa 
thither ? eatreating her nat to be afraid, for ſhe have 
ſhould receive no harm from him: Deidamia, 


perceiving his carriage and demeanour to bein her 
what became the gravity. of · his years, ſhe told $906 * 
im, She was indeed in a wild place, and Ihugor 
new not the way out again.” To this the old {rem 
man replied, If ſhe would go with him to his made 
homely cottage, his wife would conduct her out {Ing | 


of the wood.” Deidamia preſently accepted of . thithc 
his kindneſs, and went with him. And after Neduld 


they had gone about the ſpace of a mile, they into 
came to his houſe, where the good old woman feld 


(who was ſomewhat ſurprized to fee her huſ- fully, 


band bring a ſtranger along with him) roſe up, ber © 
and received her very courteoufly, deſiring her mun 
to fit down and refreſh herſelf with ſuch homely cher 
fare as their cottage afforded, which ſhe did; meal 
and then aſked her farther how ſhe came int _— 
u 

her no queſtions, for the relation of her ſtory by b 
would but renew her grief; only thus much ſhe e! 


was the effects of God's providence in deliver- cam 
ing her from wicked and blood-thirſty men, that I fath 
ſought to take away her life. Upon which, per- bis 
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d efving ber to ; be full of grief, they aſked her no = 
ie more queſtions : but finding her very weary, they g 
L. Jed her into a homely, but clean apartment, o © i 
2 repoſe herfelf upon the bed. Deidamia was | 
or mighty thoughtful what this aged couple might - 
nf|bt; and whether or no, for her apparel's ſake, 

ze land that gold, and thoſe jewels ſhe had about 
of ber, the might not fall into as great a danger 
to las that ſhe: had formerly eſcaped; and though 
1e ſhe was at firſt glad of their company, ſhe could 
je have withed herſelf in her beloved cave again. 
a, But her fears were quickly over, when, by a 
d French Bible, and other good books ſhe found 
den her room, and by the hearty prayers of the 
d [good old man at night, ſhe perceived they were 
d Hhugonots, who had fled into that ſolitary re- 
d urement for the ſake of their religion. This A 
is made her be much more free with them, blef- 

ut ing God for his providence in bringing her 
of ihither, and reſolving to continue there, till ſhe 
er could meet with an opportunity to return home 
ey into the arms of her deareſt Alanſon: and the 
n fold couple having underſtood her hiſtory more 
. fully, by their pity and commiſeration, made FW 
p. ber abode with them more eaſy ; and the com- = | 
er Imunion ſhe had with them in the things of ano- 1 
ly Ither world, - weaned her. from this in a great 
I; Imeaſure. So that here ſhe took up her abode, 
& and continued with them, not only that winter, 
& but the year following, until ſhe was found out 4% 
ry by ber beloved Alanſon ; to whom it is tune that 1 
12 we now return. 1 
„e | The Count Alanſon having tatried at the 
r. camp a whole month after the receiving of his =p 
at | father-in-law's letter, in expectation of ſeeinz "8 
r= Ibis dearelt e now to be impa- 1 

| 2 
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tient of tarrying any longer; and indeed, du-f - 

ring all that time, he was ſo much changed in] loſt 
his carriage, humour, and converſation, that] poſſi 
all thoſe with whom he uſed to converſe in] him 

the camp, took notice of it, he having aban-] bab! 

doned himſelf to an extreme melancholy; there-I was 
| fore deſiring of the king to go home, both for thin 
* the recovery of his health, and for the fettling] reſte 
ſome affairs in his family, he eafily obtained Dev 
it; and ſoon after, though with a heavy heart, arriv- perl 
ed there: where his firſt buſineſs was to enquire after | con 
Deidamia; but none of his ſervants could give any] imp 
account of her, but Fronovius and Antonio, who] to 
gave bim the fame account that. had beensſent him did 
by his father-in-law: after which he ſternly aſked || fol 
them, « How they durſt diſpoſe of their lady and ſpe 
miſtreſs, contrary to her will, without his conſent | ! 
38 or knowledge?” telling them he feared, by the he 
18 | note ſhe had written, it was their treachery that der 
= - was the occafion of her loſs; which if he could deri 
w_ but be confirmed in, he would take care they for 
_ ſhould receive a puniſhment ſuitable to the cu 
_ =_—_ greatneſs of their crimes. At which Fronovius ! tin 
We | and Antonio began to tremble, and make the up 

beſt excuſes for themſelves they could ; alledging A 
the conſent of her parents for what they did. fir 

But that did not at ail ſatisfy Alanſon, Who A 

ſoon diſcharged them from his ſervice, and re- p 
fe 

de 

h 

a 

a 

Ee 

r 

c 


ſolved to travel in ſearch of Deidamia, though 
he knew not which way to bend his courſe: but 
after many a tedious journey, enquiring amongſt 
thole who were favourers of hugonots; he 
could hear no tidings of her; fo that full of 
grief and ſorrow, he led a retired, melancholy 
life in his own houſe, abſenting himſelf from all 
company, and mourning like a turtle that had 


Fa 
1 


"did, but without ſucceſs: and therefore he re- 


named to him) but by a miraculous providence ſhe 
| eſcaped out of their hands; that afterwards he had 


CONVERT. 


joſt his mate, though his friends, by all means 
poſſible endeayoured to comfort him; perſuading |. 
him to ſurceaſe his grief, for that it was pro- 
bable Deidamia, by ſome misfortune or other, 
was dead; and therefore they adviſed him to 
think of a ſecond marriage as that which would | 
reſtore his former gaiety, and make him forget | 
Deidamia. But the more they endeavoured to | 
perſuade him, the more he was reſolved to the | 
contrary ; and therefore, to avoid their continued  - 
importunities, he fixed his reſolution once more 
to travel in queſt of her: which accordingly he 
ſol ved to return again to his own houſe, and there 
ſpend: the remainder of his days in ſolitude. .' _| 
But as he was returning home, in his way, 
he met with a vaſt concourſe of people, and 
demanding the occaſion of it, he was told fl 
criminal was going to be broken on the wheel, 
for a murder he had committed: upon which, 
curiofity led him to fee the execution; and get- 
ting pretty near the malefactor eaſt his eyes 1 
upon him, and ftraightway knew him to bke 
Alanſon, the huſband of Deidamia; and being — 
ſmitten with remorſe of conſcience, he beckoned ; 
Alanſon to come near, and humbly begged his 
x for the wrong he had done him. At 
this, Alanſon both ſtarted and fell a trembling, 
fearing it was for her murder the criminal was 
to die: but coming nearer, the malefaCtor aſced 
him, „If he had heard any news of his lady!“ 
and then in tears confeſſed, „that himſelf and 
another had been hired to murder her, to which 
end they carried her into a great wood, (which he 


3 


* 


- \ _ 8 — 
Þ JUS, P 
FAY 2 "a, | 4 
57 — ; 83 24 N * 
„ B+ EET 4 1 * 2 ” * ws. A SS. =?) 
* 9 3 n 4 „ ITT. © RL a 4 7 1 > 
Fa 5 883 * 1 i ; 5 
1 wy - 4 * a 0 
I” 1 1 
OY : 1 


4 5 
* 32 — 

* * 5 4 

8 W 
Rr WP ; 
bY > of 7 

* n 
1 

20 


66 | _ THE FRENCH 


reported to thoſe that ſet him to work, thee he had 
actually murdered her; for which he received the 
' reward, but which way ſhe eſcaped he knew 


not; and that this was about two years ſince.“ 


The Count urged him to tell the names of 


thoſe that had fo hired him; but he ſaid “ He 
had ſworn upon the holy facrament of the altar 
never to diſcloſe them, and that he feared dam- 
nation if he ſhould : only, ſaid he, this I may ſay, 
without breaking my cath, they were two perſons 
in whom you have put a great deal of confidence.“ 


And then ſolemnly. atteſted, “that what he faid | 


was the truth,“ and ſoon after was executed. . 

This dying criminal's confeſſion confirmed 
Alanfon, that Deidamia had been treacherouſly 
carried thither, either from his houſe or the 
nunnery; and he no longer doubted that Fro- 
novius and Antonio were the perſons that had 
hired villains. to murder her; and therefore, 
though they had been removed from his ſervice 
ſome time, yet he was reſolved to purſue them, 
in order to bring them to juſtice: but firſt he 


intended to make a freſh ſearch after Deidamia, 
the criminal having given him an account 


where ſhe eſcaped from them; and therefore he 


thought, if ſhe was ſtill alive, ſhe might be ſome 
| where in the vicinity of that wood: towards 


that therefore he bended his courſe; and bethg 


arrived in ſight thereof, and ſeeing how vaſt 2 


place it was, he perceived it would be a difficult 


| thing to find her, even though ſhe was there: 


yet at his entering in he conceived ſome hopes 
in his mind, that he thould not loſe his labour. 


VW hereupon alighting, and giving his horſe to 


his ſervant, (who had attended him in all his 


melancholy travels) and charging him ta attend 


ſue his ſearch the next morning; which being 


0 perceived ſomething ſparkle very bright'y on the 


being, no. doubt, guided by Providence, he hap- 
pened upon that cave where Deidamia had ſo 
often bewailed his abſence, and mourned her 


good ſuccefs in finding the owner: thereupon 


had before conducted her to the cave, when he 


came in a little time to a path, where he could 
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alone, and found himſelf entangled amongſt 
thickets, briers and buſhes; yet ſtill he went on, 
ſearching every cave and ſolitary place, often 
calling out, Deidamia! till darkneſs coming on, 
made him think of returning to his man; but he 
found he was gone too far to retreat back in 
time and therefore reſolved to go forward, and 


own folitary ſtate ; and there he reſted his weary 
and tired body for that night, reſolving to pur- 


come, juſt as he was going out of the cave, he 


ground, which he took up; and looking on it in 


the open light, he found it te be a locket of 


diamonds which he had formerly given Dei- 
damia, and ſhe unwittingly had dropt there. The 
finding of this filled him with ſome * tranſports: - 
of joy, as looking upon it as an earneſt of his 


he often repeated her name very loud, but could 
receive no anſwer but by ſome broken (echoes, 
and therefore went on he knew not whither; 
but being directed by the ſame Providence that 


had wandered ſo far that he was almoſt hopeleſs, 
he was ſuddenly ſet upon by two whiffling curs, - 


which, upon offering to draw his ſword, ran 
away. barking from him ; which he purſuing, 


diſcern the footſteps. of human creatures, which 
very much revived his hopes, and 'encouraged 
him ſtill to go on. He had not gone far be- 


there till he came back he went into the Wood Wl 
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fore he deſcerned ſmoke to ine from a ena 


cottage: to which as he approached nearer, he 


was again ſaluted by the furious barking of thoſe 
dogs, whom he had before purſued. This was 
the eottage where Deidamia reſided, who, upon 
the barking of the dogs, looking out to ſee what 


was the matter, eſpicd Alanſon coming towards 
her, and (the idea of his image being continual- 


ly in her breaſt) the no ſooner ſaw but knew 
him, and running into his arms in an exceſs of 


joy, was only able to cry out, Aht my dear 


Lord Alanſon: but exceſs of joy proves ſome- 


times fatal; and it had like to have done fo to 


| Deidamia, for the immediately ſwooned away 
in his arms. Ihe dogs ftill continued their 
barking, which alſo cauſed the good old woman 
of the cottage to ſee what the cauſe was. She 
was extremely ſurprized to fee a genteel ſtranger 
there, and Deidamia fainting in his arms; how- 
ever, ſhe made what haſte ſhe could to endea- 
vour her recovery, deſiring Alanſon to bring 
her into the houſe : which he immediately did, 
telling the good woman that he was Deidamia's 
huſband, which ſhe (being very well acquainted 
with Deidamia's ſtory) was very glad to hear. 
It was a conſiderable time before Deidamia 
could be brought to herſelf, which ſo much 


afflicted the Count, that he was almoſt ready to 


faint away himſelf. But his dy being again 


4 


. recovered, Alanſon, with a thouſand kiſſes and 


endearing expreſſions, aſſured her of the truth, 


reality, and conſtancy of his affections towards 
| her, whilſt ſhe, on the other hand, ſeemed to 
be the moſt ſatisfied creature in the world, in 
that ſhe had once more ſeen her deareſt Lord 
Alanſon; deſiring him not to be troubled at her 
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fainting away, ſince it was only es by. ba _ | 
I the exceſs of joy, {he conceived. in ſeeing hin kl 
again; and that death itſeif would have been eaſy 
to her upon fo happy an CO HO! TT 
dying in his arms. | 
Whilſt in this manner they. were. exprefling 
: the ardency of their affections to each other, the 
wp good-man of the houſe came home, and being 
| told by his wiſe that Deidamia's huſband was 
there, he was overjoyed; and courteouſly faluted' 
Alanſon, telling him, “ He was fure he. was a. 
welcome man there to them all, but eſpecially - 
to Deidamia, who had long mourned his ab- 
J. ſence. Alanſon kindly thanked him, and told 
him, he ſhould ever honour' him as the refuge 
and preſerver of his dear lady.” And after ſueh 
civilities on each, {ide paſſed, the good woman 
ſet before him ſuch homely refreſhment as ſhe 
had prepared on the table: Alanſon eat but lit- 
tle, Deidamia's preſence being more to him than 
all the dainties in the werld; yet perceiving. 
with u hat coarſe fare his lady had been there 
contented, he praiſed her humility, and won- 
dered at her virtue. Dinner being ended, Alan- 
ſon was concerned for his ſervant, whom. he. 
had left in the entrance of the wood,” and would 
have gone back to him; but the good old man 
would by no means let him, telling him he 
„ would go himſelf, becauſe he better "knew the 
way, and could more eaſily find it; and ſo tax- 
ing his dogs along with him, he went according ys; 
The man having waited at the entrance of 'the, _ 
wood, from the time that his maſter went into 
it, till the next morning, and hearing nothing 
of him, leaving his horſes in the fields adjoining: 
to the wood, es to find him out; and hav- 
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ing got a good way, he met the old gentleman, 
who was coming to him; and enquiring of him 
for his maſter, whom he deſcribed,” he told him 
he had both ſeen, and was come from him, to 
conduct him where he was, and that he had 
found his lady; at this the ſervant was very glad, 
and joyfully went along with him. After the 
old gentleman was gone for the ſervant, the 
Count and his lady went into the woods, and 
there. ſhe gave him a particular account of all 
ber ſorraws and ſufferings ſinee his departure 
from her, and the reaſon of her ſtaying where 
_ ſhe was, vis, The old gentleman not daring to 
—_— go out of the wood with her, he being a pro- 
—_ fcribcd perſon; and to go without him was to 
| endanger her own life; beſides, ſhe knew not how 
Antonio might have. ordered matters, having 
the pretence of hereſy to lay to her charge; and 
SE: that hearing nothing of him in all this time, the 
1 N e his affections might have been eſtran- 
gmged from her. But Alanſon aſſured her to the 
emtrary, telling her, he could not but wonder 
at the unparalleled villainy of Fronovius and 
| Antonio, and that he had turned them out of his 
ſervice ſoon after he came home from the camp. 
After which, the old gentleman and Alanſon's pr 
=, ſervant, being (as before related) arrived at the 
23 5 
* - cottage, the evening was far ſpent, and fo they all ad 
©  betook themſelves to reſt. X | 
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The next morning, Alanſon was preparing 


for his return home; but before they went, their 
gaged landlord would need have them ſtay and te 
—_ =. dine, and in diſcourſe told him, He was once a y 
_— ZZ tenant of his father's; but by cruel edicts was a 
forced not only to leave that farm, but his pa- I 


ternal inheritance ; ſuffering the ſpoils and loſs of 


convent, | "1 7¹ 
all, for the fake of: Chriſt and 2 good conſciencds 
and in this ſolitary retirement, had enjoyed 


more true peace and ſatisfaction, than all the 
pleaſure of his forepaſt life. The Count then 


| aſked him his name; which he told him was De 


la Mont; upon which he preſently knew and 
embraced him, faying, That though himſelf was 
of the Romiſh perſuaſion, yet he had often pi- 
tied his ſufferings; adding, That it was given 
out, he died in prifon.” © The pious Deidamia, 
from this . diſcourſe, took an occaſion to ſay, 
« Ah! my deareſt Lord, you fee what a cruel 
and merc leſs religion it is that you profeſs, and 
which through the goodneſs of God, I have late- 
ly departed from.” I am not furprized (faid 
lanſon) at that which you fay, for I was in- 
ormed in Flanders that you had. changed your 
religion.” I with to God, replied 'Deidamia, 
that yourſelf, my deareſt Lord, was likewiſe made 
a partaker of the ſame happy change.” Upon 
(this Monſ. D' la Mont put in, and laid dewn 
ſuch weighty reaſons for the truth of the re- 
formed religion, and againſt the errors of the 
church of , ke that it encouraged Deidamia 
farther to go on, and ſhew the viciouſneſs and 
debauchery of. the Romiſh clergy, their bloody 
principles and perſecuting ſpirit; ſo that Alan- 
ſon was forced to confeſs, that what was alle 
ed againſt their practices was true, but as to their 
Principles (abating that of perſecution) -he be- 
lieved they might be miſtaken: Upon which 
Deidamia replied, © I am glad, my dear Lord, 
to find you are againſt perſecution; I hope then 
you will be willing I ſhall enjoy the liberty of 
my conſcience, the only happineſs I have had 
in this ſolitary retirement; _ that you will 
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Het FRO epd. that * was no facts 2 8 


0 bd; according to the beſt of theif, under 
ing, as he Was confident Deidamia did, might 
not be accepted of him, though of an opinion dif- 
/ Aerent from himſelf : and as: to compel her to go to 


k A 8 other means 


1 his lady, while ſhe had been with them, which 


where they were received with the r 


SY From their former reſidences, mor t 
FE Vetter to les ape deſerved puniſhment; for ie 


COOLS NG 


o to think that thoſe that ſincerely worthip pped 


Maſs, if by arguments he could not perſuade her to 
it, he e eee he never would, uſe any 


And being now 1 to depart Wale of. 
" fared. La Mont ſtore of gold for their kindneſs 


he abſolutely refuſed, ſaying, Her converſation 
. Had been ſo agreeable; that they were the per; 
ſons Who. had been obliged. So that leave be: 
ing taken, and La Mont praying that God would 
80 slong with them, and make- their Way pro- 
ee they parted, and coming out of the 


wood, the Tervant- readily: found tne horſes ; ide 


idamia getting up behind her Lord, they made 


the beſt; of the way towards: Alanſon's houſe ; 


A of 
their acquaintance, and mach, more of her pa- 
Tents, to whem in à day or two they made a 


Vit, Deidamia being received by them” as one 
xiſen from the dead. And the ſtory of their 
bee e being all related to them 
they could not but admire the providence! "of 
God, in preſerving her, and wonder at the mon- 
-trous . wickedneſs of Fronovius and Antonio, 
Ibo, upon their hearing the confeſſion of 
the dying . criminal; bad withdrawn | themſelves 
And Antonio 
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* . him that Count Alanſon's lady: Was ep 5 

4 | 0 hereſyz>in which ſhe was ſo much cu 5 
J. ed by ber Lord, that himiſelf, for ended . 
1 wine een was tured out of. the Wn "AI. I 
* fart Se cut off from all intereſt in it, ad 
bs the came humbly. to. beg his protection — 883 


again þ-@.powrrful an adverſary, ſince what h? "DE $7 


\y [ad was only out of zeal to promote 
* the Catholic religion. The biſhop received him 
f. into his Rrotection, and writ a ſharp letter to he 
6 | Count abòt it: WHO - having. received it, believ - 85 — CE 
ed it was Jene by the inſſigation of Antonio, | 
: om he d he had entertained; and being 

n eule 958105 great à Villain ſhould find * 
countenance. "the biſhop, he - writ back | 
d | to know the names of 'tliv{e- that had fo injurix 2 — 
;. | ouſly,” informed him againſt his lady; bat tis 

ne | biſhop would not ꝑratity him ſo far in his 'defiregs bk by: 
idy 4 This made the Count return him a ſecond let? 


written in a mere angry ſtyle, declarin F q 
8 That if he could not have Juſtice ff him, 
df the king himſelf ſhould be acquainted With * 
a. and by him be wouldg ſeek redreſs;? This 10. 
a Inettled the biſhopj-thathe ſent examiners to 
lady to interregate her: about her religion, 4 e 
which the Count having ſome intimation;” ſenr _— 
her to her parents, who. were extremely . on Tp 
bled at theſe freſh misfortunes, ' and mi atil 
ſcanidalized at the villainy of, Antonio, and mne 3 
biſhop? s/proteQing him from juſtice; grew. ther bo = 3 : 
upon very cold in the profeſſion of the popiſh-rghe+ © 2 
gion, which ſo furiouſly perſecuted innocenes 8 - 
virtue, and countenanced the preteſt wickedneſs: * 
18 — * e 1 


hand with him, and made his complaint 
For the king received him very coldly, and told 


he left his buſineſs wholly to him. On which 
Alanſon returned home much diſcontented, and 
found that in his abſence freſh ſearch had. been 
made in his houſe for his lady, though without 
ſucceſs. Then he went to the biſhop himſelf, afld 

boldly charged him with entertaining a wicked 
| perſon, to the prejudice of his honour; telling 
who he. was, and declared his crimes defiring 
he might be brought forth, and his lady ſhould 
appear. But the biſhop refuſing this, and telling 
him, his lady was accuſed of hereſy, and he of 


ceountenancing it, the Count in a kind of holy 


anger, told him, That religion could not bę of 
God, which encouraged villainy, and ſought. the 
deſtruction of them that were virtuous. At 
this the biſhop ſtormed and told him, “ That he 
ſhould be anſwered in. another manner.” And 
ſoon after, he had ſecret notice from court, 
That upon a freſh complaint of the biſhop's 
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him, the biſhop of Rheims was a good man, and 


ſeized, as a terror to others.“ 
ing himſelf unable to withſtand this ſtorm, pack- 
ed up the richeſt of his effects, and privately 
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both he ad his ay were . as Ft: 
nots; and that, notwithſtanding his friends in- 


terceſſion and his own former merits, his places 
were taken away, and his eſtate ordered to be 
Alanſon, find- 


ſent them to his wife's father, where ſhe was all 
this while concealed, and then followed after 


himſelf. Where, having declared the great injuſ- 


tice he had met withal, contrary to all religion, 


honour, honeſty, and conſcience, he then told his 


relations he was reſolved by God's help to embrace 
—=__ religion, for which be had been a fufferer be- 
ore he was a profeſſor; © for that religion could 


not be of God, that did ſo evidently ſet up the 


kingdom of the devil.” At which they all rejoi- 
ced, and Deidamia more eſpecially ; who paſſion- 
ately embracing him, ſaid, „Her father and 
mother were of the ſame mind with him. At 
Which Alanſon was the more encouraged. But 
leſt their adverſaries ſhould come thither to ſearch 
for them, they withdrew into a- ſmall village and 


lived obſcurely, while La Mont could hear of a. 


convenient veſſel to tranſport them into a we, 
where they might enjoy more liberty. | 

- You have before heard how Bernard the gar- 
dener was ſold to a maſter of a ſhip belonging 
er of the French plantations in the Weſt 
Indies; before we conclude, we will briefly 
ſthew' how God's providence watched over him 
for good allo. In his voyage at ſea they met 
with ſo extraordinary a ſtorm, that all expec- 


ted preſent death, but Bernard was very calm, 


putting up his fervant prayer to Almighty (0d, 
which was . by a very ** een 
2 


= tremely grieved, though at the ſame time he edule 


* 1 C 


voyage, ſold Bernard for a ſlave, and having ſtaid 


whole buſineſs to enquire after the welfare of 
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amd calmneſs. This made the maſter Have a he 


5 for him, and oftentimes diſcourſed with | he 
him, behaviour being always ſober, and his dif. | th 
"courſe ſavoury. Ihe maſter having made his | b) 


there about two months returned again to France, | A 
but the diſcourſes and behaviour of Bernard had ©: 
made ſo deep an impreſſion in his mind, that he * 
was greatly troubled for having ſold him, inſomuch m 
that he could not reſt, until he had taken a folemn | *! 
bet on, the next voyage he made, to bring him 4A 
back; and accofdingly the next year making an- | 
other voyage thither, he made it his buſineſs to en- 
quire after him, and having found him, aſked if | h 
he was willing to have his liberty, and return-to | * 
his own country? Bernard replied; he never | | ff 


was in love with ſlavery ; but was contented un- || '© 


der it whilſt God's providence ordered it ſo:; 
but if be-might have his liberty, he would chuſe 
it rather. Whereupon the maſter paid his ran- 
ſom, and brought him back to France; nor was 
he a loſer by. itz .for as a recompence for his 
kindneſs it pleaſed God to make Bernard an in- 
- ftrament to cpen his eyes, and bring him to the 
* acknowledgment of the truth. Bernard being 
again got into his own country, made it his 


Alanſon's family and being told of the ſuffer- 
ings that had lately befallen them, he was 


not dut rejoice that they ſuffered in fo goed a 
"eauſe. Ard ſpeaking ot them to ſome of his“ 


old Chriſtian friends, he was told by one off 


them, that both the Count and his lady lived 
ok ſcurely and in diſguiſe in the ne eighbouring 
Village, ard that it he had.a mind to ice them, 
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be would give him a note 110 me Satte * 5 


houſe, upon which he ſhould have admittante td 
them; or otherwiſe Roy would not be ſpoken with * 
by any one. | 


Bernard .gladly accepted. of his friend's A. 


neſs, and ſtraightway went to the houſe, and 
delivered the gentleman the note; the purport of OE 


which was this, That he had known the bearer. 
many years for a faithful friend and brother, and 
that he had been formerly a ſervant of the Count 
Alanion's and had a great defire tosſee his lady, 
which.he might ſafely let him do.“ 

Upon reading this note, the gentleman deſired | 
him to come in, and ſent up one of his Ervants. to 
acquaint Deidamia there was one: below deſired to 
ſpeak with her; upon which Bernard was NO.” 


called up. 


Deidamia -was mightil Supi to ſee Ber 


nard, whom the thought ſhe ſhould never have 


ſeen: more, and very much rejoiced at it; intro- 
ducing him to her Lord, and afterwards to her 
parents, who all made very much of him, and 
were glad to ſee him. 
cated the various ꝓrovidenees of God to one 
another ſince they had been parted, they all-bleſſed 
the Lord for his goodneſs, and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men; and afterwards con- 


ſulted how to procure a veſſel to convey 4 them out 
ot. danger. 


Bernard gave them an account, that ths. matter 
of the veſſel which brought him back to France, 
was ajſo converted; and that now his veſſel lay 


ready to fail for Benmark, and he was ſure he 


would be glad to ſerve chem. To this they al 
agreed; and thereupon Bernaid went immediately | 
to the maſter - of- the {hip, -who RY anfang 


, 
<4 - 


And having communi- 


* 
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to carry them, and rea their as to be 
brought preſently, and themſelves to come abroad 
at 'midnight; at which time Bernard conducted 
them to the ſhip, and then went abroad with them 
in quality of their ſervant; and ſoon after, the wind 


ſerving, they ſet ſail for Denmark; where being ar- 


rived, and tarrying a few days, they hired a Dutch 


veſſel to carry them to Rotterdam, and from 


thence they went by b 
a pleaſant place, and 3 
to ſettle there. 

Thus, courteous reader, thou haſt had a brief, 
but true relation of the mercy and goodneſs of 


at to Utrecht, which being 


God to that noble family, which is the ſubject of 
this narrative; and he that reads it throughout 


feriguſly, will find cauſe to make the ſame obſerva- 


tion that David did of old, Mark the perfect 


_ and behold the upright, for the end of that 

man is peace,” which the apoſtle St. James farther 
exemplifies | in his epiſtle, You have heard of the 
Patience of Job, and have ſeen the end of the 
Lord, how he is very pitiful and of tender mercy.” 
Here you have have ſeen the great diſtreſs of Dei- 
damia, and here you have ſeen the goòdneſs of 
God in her deliverance. Here you have ſeen the 
Count Alanſon rifled of all his eſtate and poſſeſ- 
ſions; and here you have ſeen how God has graci- 
oully. made it up, in giving him that faith which 


very good air, they reſolved 


is far more precious than the gold which pe *＋ . 


eth. 
But I cannot conclude without giving you an 
.account of the judgment 'of God upon 


- glory to God. 
Fronovius, after the s of Alanſon- s eſtate, 


| and his departure into Holland, returned into thoſe 
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villainy, he retired.into Normandy, where ſolicit- | 
ing his landlord's daughter to yield to his luſt, 


gates of Roan. 
And as for Antonio, though he eſcaped the 
juſtice of man, he could not eſcape the judgment 


of God; for falling diſtracted a little time after, he 


confeſſed it was od'g judgment upon him for 
the miſchief he had wrou ought againſt his Lord Alan- 
ſon and his virtuous lady, ſaying, They had 


taken a way to be faved, but he was ſure to be 


damned.” And fo daſhing out his own brains 


againſt a wall, he died miſerably; both of them 


verifying the words of the inſpired penman, © Is 


not deſtruction to the wicked, and a ſtrange puniſh- 
ment to the workers of 1 iniquity ?”. 


THE END. 


| CONVERT. . . V 
parte but ang himſelf hated by all men for his 


and ſhe refuſing it, he took an opportunity to 
raviſh her, for which he was hanged without the 
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